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Aging Advocates Implore State and Local Leaders and Citizens to 
Continue Necessary Protections to Prevent the Spread of COVID-19  

 

MADISON, WI– Last night, the Wisconsin Supreme Court ruled to end the Safer 

at Home Order. This ruling had nothing to do with the merits of or need for the 

order but was about who has authority to put the order in place and the process 

used. Disability and aging advocates filed an amicus brief in this court case 

detailing how COVID-19 poses significant risks of irreparable harm to the aging 

and disability populations if the state reopens too quickly. The Wisconsin 

Department of Health Services and the state Legislature are now tasked to work 

together on a plan to protect the lives and livelihoods of Wisconsinites. In the 

meantime, local public health officers and individual citizens will be deciding 

what precautions should be taken to prevent the spread of this deadly virus. 

“We would like to remind everyone that COVID-19 is proving to be particularly 

dangerous for older adults, especially those with preexisting conditions like 

diabetes, heart disease, and lung disease;” said Robert Kellerman, Executive 

Director of the Greater Wisconsin Agency on Aging Resources and Wisconsin 

Aging Advocacy Network Chair, “adults age 60 and older represent 87% of the 

421 Wisconsinites who have died from this virus over the past several months. 

These are our parents, grandparents, aunts and uncles, siblings, friends and 

neighbors, colleagues and community volunteers.” 

 

Over 83,000 people in the U.S. have already died from COVID-19. While, 

thankfully, the daily rate of deaths is slowing - it is still rising. WAAN implores 

state and local leaders to carefully consider how to safely reopen and to 

continue to monitor COVID-19 infection rates and community spread so 

protections can be adjusted as needed. We ask all citizens to continue necessary 

precautions to avoid exposure to the virus. Older adults and all people at high 

risk of severe health consequences from COVID-19 rely on their community 

members for protection. This becomes especially important as businesses 

reopen and more workers return to work. Many older adults and people with 

disabilities in both congregate and community-based settings rely on direct care 

workers to support them in their daily lives. These workers continue to face 

challenges accessing sufficient personal protective equipment (PPE). Reopening 

communities will place increased pressure on scarce PPE resources, putting 

workers and those they support at even higher risk of contracting the virus.  
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