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Baraboo School Board Resolution Urging Federal and State Action Providing Emergency 

Stabilization Funding for Wisconsin’s and America’s K-12 Public Schools in Response to the 

COVID-19 Pandemic and the U.S. Economic Downturn 

 

● WHEREAS, The Baraboo School District (BSD) serves 3,165 students and employs 634 staff 

members; and  

● WHEREAS, The BSD educates students from early childhood through 12th grade, as well as 

students with disabilities in 7 schools and 4 community centers; and 

● WHEREAS, The BSD has an operating budget of $41,470,358; and 

● WHEREAS, public school educators were quick to identify the COVID-19 threat and understand 

the safety of children and their community was at risk; and 

● WHEREAS, the educators and school leaders were quick to lead in a moment of uncertainty, the 

first to make what at the time was the risky decision to close schools to ensure student and community 

safety; and 

● WHEREAS, the educators and school leaders of the BSD embraced remote learning, working long 

hours to prepare and to continue teaching, inspiring, and loving children; and 

● WHEREAS, our public schools are the economic engines and major employers in communities 

around the state, and the health of the Wisconsin economy depends on providing sufficient resources to all 

educators and staff to meet student needs while teaching and learning through distance education; and 

● WHEREAS, given the fact that many public schools in Wisconsin remain underfunded through the 

pandemic given 57 school referenda questions from 45 districts on the April 7, 2020 ballots; and 

● WHEREAS, given the fact that many public schools have not had any significant increases in 

special education funding for at least ten years, plus the Joint Finance Committee did not finance any of the 

recommendations of the Blue Ribbon Commission that would have addressed underfunding and special 

education costs; and 

● WHEREAS, The BSD has been on the front lines serving meals to students, families and 

community members every day, totaling 34,500 meals to date, and are finding ways to provide mental 

health and counseling supports as well as instructional continuity during this crisis; and 

● WHEREAS, there have been two major federal Coronavirus Response bills enacted thus far with 

minimal assistance for schools. The second supplemental funding bill actually EXCLUDED support for 

school districts by barring state and local government employers from receiving the emergency sick leave 

and family leave benefits that the bill provided to private sector employers. Ironically, private schools can 

receive these payroll tax credit subsidies while public school districts cannot; and 

● WHEREAS, school districts are projecting that their state and local revenue sources, including 

property taxes, will erode quickly and challenge our financial capacity to retain staff and traditional levels 

of educational and support services in the upcoming school year. Many school districts are also 

contractually required to provide staff with notification of potential layoffs in the coming months, which 

will cause widespread distress across the entire community; and 
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● WHEREAS, aid for school districts in the 2009 stimulus bill – for Title I, IDEA, state funding 

shortfalls, and job creation – surpassed $50 billion; and 

● WHEREAS, public school districts need an immediate, substantial, and direct infusion of federal 

aid of tens of billions of dollars. Congress can provide school districts with emergency authority using one 

of the existing, need-based formulas that already exist in ESEA, like Title I or Title IV; and 

● WHEREAS, waivers of federal requirements and flexibility is helpful, but significant federal 

financial support is needed now; and 

● WHEREAS, immediate federal assistance will help America’s public schools including BSD to 

retain their capacity to serve the nation’s school children, families, and communities during the current 

school closures, reopening and recovery, and into the upcoming school year, including the students of the 

BSD and the rest of the 860,000 public school students in the State of Wisconsin showing a commitment to 

those students and the bright future of having workers ready for our economy. 

● WHEREAS, the Baraboo School Board applauds President Donald J. Trump and the bipartisan 

Members of Congress who allocated $13.5 billion in U.S. K-12 funding as part of the CARES Act 

passed in early April 2020; and 

● WHEREAS, in mid-April 2020, Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers penned a letter to President 

Donald J. Trump noting that Wisconsin alone is expected to lose more than $2 billion tax revenue, 

unless the federal government intervenes; and 

● WHEREAS, the nonpartisan Learning Policy Institute projects that almost 320,000 school 

district positions could be cut nationwide if states cut their education budgets by 15 percent due to the 

economic recession; and   

● WHEREAS, on April 6, 2020, nonpartisan organizations including the School Superintendent’s 

Association (AASA), American Federation of Teachers, American School Counselor Association, 

Council of Administrators of Special Education, Council of Great City Schools, National Association of 

Elementary School Principals, National Association of Secondary School Principals, National 

Association of School Psychologists, National Association of State Directors of Special Education, 

National Education Association, National PTA and the National School Boards Association penned a 

letter to the majority and minority leaders in the U.S. Senate and the U.S. House urging them to allocate 

at least an additional $200 billion in K-12 emergency relief funding, including the following:  

○ At least $175 billion: Provision of emergency funding directly to state governments to support 

local school districts 

○ At least $25 billion: $13 billion to support IDEA and $12 billion to support Title I 

○ At least $2 billion: Funding technology to further enable home-based learning and close 

inequities in broadband Internet access. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

The Baraboo School Board urges: 

● President Donald J. Trump and Members of Congress to immediately allocate significant and 

sufficient emergency stabilization aid enabling state governments across America to fund their K-12 

public schools and prevent furloughs and/or cuts to K-12 public school staffs and programs; and 

● Governor Tony Evers and the Wisconsin State Legislature to allocate sufficient funding from 

both the 2021-2022 state budget and the state’s Budget Stabilization Fund (also known as the “rainy day 

fund”) enabling school districts to fund their staff and programs, and execute on their missions to 

educate Wisconsin’s school children.  
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This resolution was passed by affirmative vote (6 Aye, 0 Nay) of the following Board of Education 

members on May 11, 2020:  

 

Kevin Vodak, President    Nancy Thome, Board Member 

Sean McNevin, Treasurer    Paul Kujak, Board Member 

Tim Heilman, Clerk     Gwynne Peterson, Board Member 
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