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Representative JoCasta Zamarripa Praises Obama Administration’s Guidance to Public Schools on 

Protecting Transgender Students’ Civil Rights 

 

Madison – State Representative JoCasta Zamarripa today praised the U.S. Departments of Justice and 

Education for providing guidance to public schools, school districts, colleges and universities to protect 

their transgender students’ civil rights.  Under federal law, sex discrimination in educational programs and 

activities operated by recipients of federal financial aid are prohibited, including gender identity.   

 

“This guidance is great news for transgender students at every level.  Opponents of equal rights for 

transgender students base their discriminatory ‘bathroom bills’ on the need to ensure that non-transgender 

people are not made uncomfortable.  Fortunately for all of us, exercising our Constitutional rights doesn’t 

depend on people’s feelings,” said Zamarripa.  “Many of these same opponents have equated transgender 

citizens with pedophiles and other sex offenders with absolutely no evidence.  Their sweeping 

generalizations and attempts to write their bigotry into law only further demonstrate the need for the 

government to protect transgender students’ civil rights.” 

 

This guidance does not add requirements to any existing law, it simply informs public schools of how to 

comply with their obligations under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972.  The guidance states 

that under Title IX, as a condition of receiving federal aid, a school agrees not to “treat differently on the 

basis of sex any person in its educational programs or activities unless expressly authorized to do so under 

Title IX or its implementing regulations. The Departments treat a student’s gender identity as the 

student’s sex for purposes of Title IX and its implementing regulations.”   

 

“This letter provides clear guidelines for public schools, and makes it clear that laws like the ‘bathoom 

bill’ that single out transgender Wisconsinites are illegal. Schools that implement those policies risk 

losing all of their federal financial assistance.  Wisconsin is not North Carolina, let’s protect all of our 

fellow Wisconsinites’ civil rights and publicly reject these discriminatory policies.” 

 

The joint U.S. Department of Justice-U.S. Department of Education letter can be found at the link: 

http://blog.ed.gov/2016/05/helping-schools-ensure-the-civil-rights-of-transgender-students/    
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