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Last week, Governor Walker attended the groundbreaking ceremony for the new Chemistry Biology Building at 

UW-Stevens Point. This building will put our local campus on the cutting edge of research and teaching in science 

and technology, preparing students for careers in high-demand fields. I commend the UW-Stevens Point 

administration, faculty, and staff who made the Chemistry Biology Building possible through their many years of 

hard work in securing capital funding and contributing to its planning and design.  

  

However, the governor's presence on campus does nothing to erase the long-term damage he has done to higher 

education in our state. Since Governor Walker took office, he and Republican legislators have cut the UW System 

by $500 million, decreasing state aid by a total of $795 million. UW-Stevens Point also saw treasured programs like 

the Wisconsin Environmental Education Board (WEEB) and the Wisconsin Institute for Sustainable Technology 

(WIST) stricken in the budget. And the governor vetoed additional funding for our esteemed paper machine on 

campus.  

  

It’s become clear how dire the future of public higher education has become under the Republican legislature. 

Forced to absorb $6.5 million in cuts, UW-Stevens Point recently announced that it will be eliminating more than 

76 full-time positions, a third of whom are faculty and other teaching staff. Fewer courses will be available, 

creating enrollment bottlenecks that will make it more difficult for students to graduate on time, contributing to 

more student loan debt. The quality of education will suffer as the university struggles to recruit and retain 

talented faculty and staff, especially with the erosion of tenure protections and shared governance.  

  

Governor Walker and Republican legislators have also failed to adequately invest in student debt relief and 

financial aid. While Republican legislators have stonewalled student loan reform, thousands of students remain on 

the waitlist for need-based Wisconsin Grant Program, with funding for UW students stuck at 2011 levels. In the 

2011-13 budget, Republicans raised tuition by 11% while cutting Wisconsin technical colleges by $70 million. In 

short, Republican legislators helped create the student loan crisis by starving our universities and taking away 

financial aid opportunities from low-income students.  

  

Meanwhile, Democrats have been pushing for meaningful student loan debt reform for years. I am proud to co-

author the Higher Ed, Lower Debt bill, which would allow borrowers to deduct their loan payments from their state 

income taxes and refinance their student loans like they would a car or a mortgage. Young people would no longer 

have to defer their dreams because of student loan debt – whether it’s buying a house, starting a business, or 

getting married. Republicans should join us in supporting this high-impact legislation.  

  

But we can't stop there. The next budget debate needs to be about how much to invest in our colleges and 

universities – not how much to cut them. I’m disheartened by Senate Majority Leader Fitzgerald’s recent 

comments that “…the next state budget is going to be just as rough as this past one.” Let’s be clear – if the state 

faces another budget shortfall due to Republican mismanagement, it should not be our university faculty, staff, 

and students who shoulder the burden. 

 

Our state’s innovation and research economy rests on the impact of the Wisconsin Idea. Our businesses rely on the 

workforce the university system educates and inspires. Our communities are stronger when we invest in the 

institutions that contribute to our arts, culture, and local economy. The people of Wisconsin must hold Governor 

Walker and Republican legislators accountable and demand real investments in public higher education. Band-aid 

solutions and photo opportunities at campus construction sites aren’t enough. 


