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Renewable Energy Debate Excluded From Tomorrow’s  
MGE Annual Meeting, Community to Vote Instead  

 
Middleton, Wis. -- As Madison Gas & Electric (MGE) holds its annual meeting tomorrow, a group of 
local shareholders is calling on Dane County community members to participate in an online vote that 
calls for the company to produce a plan to get to 100% renewable energy. The group, MGE 
Shareholders for Clean Energy, says a community-wide vote is needed because MGE barred a similar 
renewable energy proposal from discussion and a shareholder vote at the meeting.  
 
Earlier in the year, MGE used Trump-administration legal changes to prevent shareholders from 
voting on whether or not the company should produce a roadmap to achieve 100% renewable energy 
by 2050. One-hundred-percent renewable energy benchmarks have been set by the cities of Madison, 
Middleton, Fitchburg, and Monona, the Madison Metropolitan School District, as well as Governor 
Evers. In addition, the 2018 Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change says that at 
least that goal will be required to avert the most catastrophic consequences of global warming.  
 
“Tomorrow at the annual meeting, MGE and its shareholders should be discussing how we can 
transition to 100% renewable energy in our community,” said Don Ferber, a member of SCE and a 
shareholder who submitted the resolution. “Instead, MGE paid high-cost attorneys to petition the 
Trump administration to silence this important debate. Even if the company won’t allow a shareholder 
vote, the community can still make its voice known by voting for the excluded resolution online at 
www.bit.ly/mgevote .”  
 
MGE Shareholders for Clean Energy (SCE) pushed for the resolution and fought MGE’s attempts to 
keep it out of the annual meeting. The group believes that MGE thwarting the debate on renewable 
energy is at odds with the values of the company’s customers and the community. Therefore, SCE is 
asking community members to show their support for getting to 100% renewable energy in the 
Madison-area by participating in an online community vote at:  http://bit.ly/mgevote . 
 
“MGE says it is our ‘community energy company,’ but the company went to great lengths to prevent a 
vote on a critical environmental goal the community clearly supports,” said Beth Esser, SCE 
co-founder and MGE shareholder. “The 2018 annual report showed that only 10.5% of MGE’s electric 
generation was from renewable resources which demonstrates how far they have to go in achieving 
what the community wants.  We are asking everyone who cares about a clean energy future to let 
MGE know where you stand.” 
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The online vote poses the same question shareholders would have voted on tomorrow had the 
company not banned its consideration from the meeting. Voters are asked, “Should MGE prepare a 
public report...describing how they can provide a secure, low cost energy future for their customers 
and shareholders by eliminating coal and moving to 100% renewable energy by 2050 or sooner?” 
Similar to shareholder votes, online respondents are given the opportunity to vote yes or no. 
 
Over 500 individuals and a number of local organizations have already registered their support, 
including 350 Madison Climate Action Team, Sierra Club and Midwest Environmental Advocates. SCE 
will share the vote results with MGE and the larger community when the poll closes at the end of the 
month. 
 

###  
MGE Shareholders for Clean Energy formed in 2014 due to concerns over MGE’s heavy reliance on 
fossil fuels and increased customer fixed fees.  We believe MGE should be a national leader in clean 
energy, which is good for the environment and our investment.  For more information, see 
mgeshareholders.com  or find us on Facebook:  MGE Shareholders for Clean Energy 
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