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THE CHARLES AND ANNA 

RUHLAND HOUSE IN BARABOO 
LISTED IN NATIONAL REGISTER 

OF HISTORIC PLACES 

Baraboo, Wis. – The Wisconsin Historical Society has announced the listing of 
the Charles and Anna Ruhland House in Baraboo, Sauk County, in the 

National Register of Historic Places. National Register designation provides 
access to certain benefits, including qualification for grants and for 

rehabilitation income tax credits, while it does not restrict private property 
owners in the use of their property. 
 

Charles Ruhland was the owner of the Baraboo Brewery, established by his father George in 1867.  In 
1902, Charles renamed the brewery the Ruhland Brewing Company, a year before he inherited it from 

his father. A series of events devastated the company: the Ringling Brothers Circus – the major 
employer in town- moved to Connecticut; the temperance movement; and alleged poor investments, 
eventually overwhelmed Charles financially.  In 1918 Charles declared bankruptcy and the brewery 
was sold. 
  

The Ruhland house, constructed in 1909, is an excellent example of the Craftsman style of 
architecture in Baraboo.  Its broad proportions, full-width porch with square columns, exposed rafter 
tails and characteristic patterned windows identify the style. The interior retains exceptional Craftsman 
design details, especially the abundant use of stained oak wood for floors, doors, door frames, window 
frames, stair balustrades, built-in cabinets, and in the living room used in the coffered ceiling, 
fireplace surround and wall wainscoting. 
  

The register is the official national list of historic properties in America deemed worthy of preservation 
and is maintained by the National Park Service in the U.S. Department of the Interior. The Wisconsin 

Historical Society administers the program within Wisconsin. It includes sites, buildings, 

structures, objects and districts that are significant in national, state or local 

history, architecture, archaeology, engineering or culture. 
  
To learn more about the State and National Register programs in Wisconsin, 
visit www.wisconsinhistory.org.                         
  
About Wisconsin Historical Society 
The Wisconsin Historical Society, founded in 1846, ranks as one of the largest, most active and most 
diversified state historical societies in the nation. As both a state agency and a private membership 

organization, its mission is to help people connect to the past by collecting, preserving and sharing 

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/


stories. The Wisconsin Historical Society serves millions of people every year through a wide range of 

sites, programs and services. For more information, visit wisconsinhistory.org. 
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