
 
 

Guest Column from Assembly Majority Leader Jim Steineke 

Announces Re-election Bid for 5th Assembly District 

 

I never planned on getting involved in politics. Like most of you, when I was younger I had other 

priorities. I wanted to build a life here. I began by working in the hospitality industry, first 

working for and eventually running small businesses. I moved on from that to a career in real 

estate and investment properties.  

I was fortunate to meet my wife when we were both living in Oshkosh and she was an 

education major at UWO. We dated briefly before going our separate ways. It was only a few 

years later when we ran into each other in a grocery store that our relationship was rekindled. 

We were married within two years. Since that time we focused mainly on building a life 

together, buying a house, and starting a family.  

It really wasn’t until we started having kids that priorities changed. As parents, all of us know 

that the minute you start having kids, the world changes for you. The importance of what you 

want in life takes a backseat to what your children’s needs are and trying to make a better 

future for them.  

Back in 2008 and 2009, you’ll recall that Wisconsin wasn’t in a good place. The recession had 

hit, job losses were massive, and people felt we weren’t on the right track. Like many of you I 

was worried about my kids’ futures and what Wisconsin would look like when they were older. 

That concern drove me into state service. I wanted to do everything I could to make things 

better for them and for the people of Wisconsin. I made a few simple promises to myself, my 

wife, and my kids before I decided to run.  

First, I said that I’d always run a positive campaign based on the issues facing us, and not a 

negative campaign intent on destroying a political adversary. Second, I promised to do my best 

to make sure that in everything I did I was always focused on improving the state, not on 

improving my chances for re-election. And lastly, I promised to always treat my colleagues on 

both sides of the aisle with respect, knowing that while we are going to disagree at times, we 

don’t have to demonize each other in the process.  

Since being elected in 2010, I am proud to say that not only have I held myself to those 

standards, but in doing so we have been able to accomplish many great things. The 

unemployment rate was over 9% in 2010, and now it’s around 3.4% in northeast Wisconsin. 



Before we took office, there were billions in tax increases. Since we took office we’ve reduced 

taxes by billions, focusing on reducing the taxes that hit the middle class the hardest. We’ve 

also streamlined government, making it much more responsive and efficient, and saved the 

taxpayers more than $5 billion in the meantime. We’ve had many successes over the last few 

years, but we’ve also had some disappointments. 

A major disappointment for me in the last couple of years has been our inability to deliver a 

long term fix for the state’s transportation fund. The current funding stream for our roads is 

inadequate. It is simply not keeping up with the demands for the maintenance and construction 

needs that are so critical to keep our economy growing. We had the opportunity to fix this, but 

unfortunately we couldn’t get the Governor and the legislature on the same page. In the 

upcoming session this will be a priority for me.  

Another challenge in every budget is funding all of our other priorities. It hasn’t gotten any 

easier as new revenue is dedicated almost entirely to increasing Medicaid costs. According to 

our fiscal bureau, 9 of every 10 new dollars of revenue in the last budget went to Medicaid. 

That leaves 1 of every 10 dollars to invest in K-12 education, the UW system, public safety, etc. 

This is unsustainable. We must find ways to save money in other parts of the budget in order to 

adequately fund our public schools without relying on tax increases in a state where the burden 

is already too high. 

I’d be the first to admit we haven’t been perfect in the last 6 years, we’ve made some mistakes 

along the way. What I always tell my kids though is that the mistakes you make pale in 

comparison to the way you respond to them. And looking at the total picture, I think it’s 

undeniable that Wisconsin is in a better place than it was in 2010. 

There is too much left to accomplish for me to give up now. I am announcing my re-election 

campaign now because more than ever, I believe we are on track for a much brighter future 

here in Wisconsin. I hope that all of us can work together to build that future, because while we 

may disagree on the path to that future, we all have the same destination in mind. Regardless 

of your party affiliation, I hope you’ll join me in having those conversations on how Wisconsin 

should move forward. I’ve been honored by your support in the past, and hope I’ve earned your 

vote again in November. 
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