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BALD EAGLE COMEBACK DISCUSSED AT RIVERWAY BOARD MEETING 
 

MUSCODA.....The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board (LWSRB) met in Boscobel on May 12th to conduct a 

regular monthly business meeting.  The guest speaker for the evening was Dan Goltz, Department of Natural 

Resources (DNR) Wildlife Biologist, who discussed land management activities on public lands in the Riverway 

from Muscoda to Wyalusing.  Goltz also gave a presentation on bald eagle research and described the dramatic 

upswing in viable eagle nests in the Riverway and across Wisconsin since the banning of DDT in the 1960’s.  

Nesting eagles are now found in almost every county in the state with dozens of active nests observed in the 

Riverway and tributaries thereof.  One of the biggest threats to eagles today is from lead found in gut piles and deer 

carcasses.  A tiny lead bullet fragment is toxic to eagles and will result in death unless the birds are taken quickly to 

a rehabilitation center for treatment. 

 Goltz has worked on a project to band eaglets and to sample blood and feathers from the young birds to 

determine levels of heavy metals and other contaminants.  He described the efforts to scale the tree to reach the 

nest and then gently placing the eaglet in a nylon bag which is lowered to the ground where the sampling occurs.  

The eaglets are returned to the nest in short order as anxious adult eagles watch from a nearby perch, according to 

Goltz.  He also described the interesting things he sees in the nests, including fish bones, turtle carcasses, squirrel 

and muskrat remains and even an opossum skull.  Goltz said he occasionally sees whitetail fawn hindquarters that 

he theorizes originated from a car/deer collision.   Goltz noted the successful return of the majestic bald eagles to 

the skies of the Wisconsin River valley is a major accomplishment for our state and nation. 

 Tom Oldenberg, Department of Transportation (DOT) Project Leader for the STH 60 Gotham to Muscoda 

project, gave a presentation on the segment from Bogus Bluff to the “Bremmer corner” where Riverview Hills        
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Canoe Rentals is located.  Hwy. 60 follows the river closely along that stretch and presents challenges to DOT and 

the Riverway Board in regard to road design.  Oldenberg said the project remains scheduled for 2021 with hopes 

the road will be closed for one year only.  The proposed design will minimize retaining walls and will retain most 

trees on the river side of the highway.  Some existing structures and access points along the road will be 

eliminated.  A public information meeting on the entire project is expected to be held in Muscoda in June. 

 In other action, the board issued a structure permit to Steven and Mary Peterzak for a new house in the 

Town of Spring Green, Sauk County.  The ranch style structure will be located near the river but will meet the 

Riverway performance standards and will harmonize with the natural surroundings.  A permit also was issued to 

Christy Helms for a treehouse in the Town of Spring Green.  The modern style treehouse will be 8 feet off the 

ground and will be 10 ft. x 10 ft. with a deck.  The exterior color will be green.  In addition to the standard permit 

conditions, the board will require the planting of a soft maple tree to provide additional screening vegetation. A 

number of permit extensions were issued to Goltz for activities on DNR managed lands in Richland, Grant and 

Crawford counties.  Most of the projects involve invasive species control, wildlife habitat improvement and timber 

stand improvement projects.  Mark Cupp, LWSRB Executive Director, reported he had issued a structure permit to 

Doug Jones for an addition to a garage in the Town of Marietta, Crawford County. 

  The next meeting of the Riverway Board will be June 8th at the Riverway’s Blackhawk Unit in Dane 

County. 
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For further information, contact Mark E. Cupp, LWSRB Executive Director, at (608) 739-3188 or by cell phone at 
(608) 739-2179 or by e-mail at mark.cupp@wisconsin.gov.  
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