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CARTHAGE COLLEGE RAISES MORE THAN $250,000 TO SUPPORT NURSING PROGRAM 

 

KENOSHA, Wis.  –  Carthage College has raised more than $250,000 to support Nursing 
education through a broad fundraising initiative. Funds raised will provide scholarships, 
equipment, and transportation for Carthage nursing students. A portion of the funds raised will 
continue the Smeds Nursing Fellows program, which supports nursing fellows focusing on 
public health programs in the Kenosha area.  

This fundraising success was inspired by contributions from Edward and Alice Smeds, both 1957 
graduates of Carthage College. In response to the COVID-19 crisis, and in support of the long-
term impact the College’s Nursing Program will have in the region, the Smeds made an initial 
contribution of $20,000 hoping to inspire others. 

Adding to the Smeds’ initial contribution, a number of leaders from Kenosha and the Carthage 
College community pledged early support, adding more than $125,000. Building on that 
success, the College’s recent #GivingTuesdayNow campaign, inspired an additional 40 
contributions and ultimately brought the total raised in support of the nursing program to more 
than $250,000.  

“Alice and I have always believed in the positive impact that Carthage could have,” Smeds said. 
“The nursing program connects the development of critical, humanistic thinking abilities that 
are integral to Carthage’s liberal arts foundations with practical outcomes that are making a 
difference in Kenosha and southeast Wisconsin.” 

Carthage’s first class of 13 nursing students graduated in 2019. All of these recent graduates are 
working in acute care settings on the frontlines of the COVID-19 crisis. Forty-three new 
Carthage nurses will join them later this month. Of these soon-to-be graduates, nearly 80 
percent have already secured placements. 

Responding to a shortage of nurses in the region identified more than five years ago, Carthage 
enrolled its first class of nursing majors in the fall of 2015. Since then, the program has grown 
into one of the College’s largest majors; more than 230 students are currently enrolled. This 
spring, Carthage announced an expansion to the program. The College’s new RN-to-BSN degree 
program, which will be offered primarily online, welcomes its first students this fall.  

The Smeds’ have had a significant impact on Carthage. Ed provided leadership as a trustee for 
more than 20 years and as chairman of the board for 14. He received the distinction of 
chairman emeritus in 2011.  



 
“For more than 60 years as both a student leader and an active, engaged alumnus, Ed has 
played a vital role in envisioning how Carthage could form future leaders and meet the needs of 
local businesses and institutions,” said Carthage President John Swallow. “His contributions 
continue to lead us toward meeting future needs in the healthcare of this region.” 

For more information, please visit www.carthage.edu/nursing/ or call 262-551-5700. 

 

• • • 

ABOUT CARTHAGE 

Carthage College became the lead institution for the Wisconsin Space Grant Consortium in 
August 2014. Located on the shore of Lake Michigan in the thriving Chicago-Milwaukee corridor, 
Carthage College enrolls 2,800 undergraduate and graduate students. Named a Best 
Midwestern College by the Princeton Review and a Most Innovative School by U.S. News & 
World Report, Carthage has been a top producer in the nation of Fulbright U.S. Students for four 
years running. Carthage is ranked No. 3 in the country among baccalaureate institutions for 
student participation in short-term study abroad. New this year, the College has launched The 
Aspire Program™, a comprehensive four-year career development program for all students. The 
Aspire Program builds on Carthage’s strong history of providing students with the skills they 
need to succeed after college. 

Follow Carthage College on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter for the latest news. 
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