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Representative JoCasta Zamarripa Opposes Republicans’ So-called Opportunity Schools 

and Partnership Programs as Unfunded Mandate Meant to Divide & Conquer 

 

 

Madison – State Representative JoCasta Zamarripa (D-Milwaukee) released the following 

statement today in regards to the so-called Opportunity Schools and Partnership Programs 

(OSPP): 

 

“This program was created by two suburban Republican lawmakers without any consultation 

with Milwaukee’s state legislators or staff from Milwaukee Public Schools.  I was present the 

night this legislation passed the Legislature’s Joint Finance Committee. Representative Dale 

Kooyenga (R – Brookfield) gave a troubling speech in support of OSPP by comparing opponents 

of the plan to slaveholders in the antebellum South.  Invoking the African American community 

and the Latino community, Kooyenga justified the legislation that he and his colleague, neither 

of whom live in the City of Milwaukee and neither of whom are people of color, put forward 

without any insight from me or any other members of either the Milwaukee Legislative Caucus 

or the Black & Latino Caucus. 

 

“In addition, Kooyenga and the Republican-led Legislature added insult to injury when they put 

forward this plan to remove schools from MPS and place them under the authority of an 

appointed commissioner, but then refused to fund this undemocratic mandate. If Kooyenga is 

passionate about improving the educational opportunities and outcomes for Milwaukee’s 

children, he should invest in them.  And while not a single state dollar was devoted to this 

program, Kooyenga led the effort in Wisconsin to give enormous tax breaks to the wealthiest 

people in the state.   

 

“I’m urging Milwaukee County Executive Chris Abele, whose office is required by law to 

implement the program, to ensure that revenue is not taken away from MPS, teaching staff won’t 

lose their jobs, unions aren’t abolished for political gain and for-profit corporations aren’t 

allowed to use our children’s schools as a vehicle to enrich their investors. 

 



 
“Superintendent Darien Driver and the MPS board have been making meaningful reforms to the 

system, and deserve our support. My hope is that MPS leaders will work together with the 

County Executive and Dr. Demond Means, OSPP commissioner, to utilize a pre-existing, vacant 

educational facility.  We must do everything we can to work together despite the Republican 

legislature’s best attempts to divide and conquer Milwaukee.”   
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