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After tumultuous year, GOP bracing for the worst 
Shifting public opinion and Democratic momentum threaten GOP control 

 
MILWAUKEE, WI - As Republican politicians and party insiders gather for their annual 
convention, the shifting political landscape and dismal approval rating for GOP officials signal a 
rough election season for the majority party. Even after a series of special election defeats across 
the nation, including Patty Schachtner’s upset victory in Senate District 10 in northwestern 
Wisconsin, Republicans have doubled down on their record of corporate tax breaks, health care 
restrictions and environmental rollbacks at the expense of policies that benefit all Wisconsin 
residents. 
 
“Republicans are running scared,” said Jenni Dye, SSDC Executive Director. “At a time when 
families are struggling to get ahead, Republicans have branded themselves as the party of tax 
breaks for foreign corporations. Gov. Walker and Legislative Republicans have lost touch with 
the concerns and struggles of hardworking families and seniors and they’ve become increasingly 
desperate to hold onto power.” 
 
Across the state, voters are rejecting the Republican special interest agenda and electing 
pro-growth, Democratic candidates up and down the ticket. Senate Democrats have led the fight 
for change at the ballot box and made national headlines after flipping the bright red SD 10 seat 
and turning the reliably conservative SD 1 into a competitive battleground. As voters 
increasingly look to Democratic leadership to chart a positive path forward, Republicans are 
bracing for another round of embarrassing defeats in legislative seats across Wisconsin - 
including the June 12th special election in SD 1. 
 
“Democratic enthusiasm in is at an all-time high,” said Dye. “Just like we saw with Patty 
Schachtner’s runaway victory in SD 1, voters in northeast Wisconsin are excited to head to the 
polls to support Caleb Frostman for Senate. His record of job creation, support of local schools 
and promise to protect clean drinking water make him the clear choice for voters in the greater 
Door County region.” 
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