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News Release 
 

 

MENOMINEE TRIBAL CLINIC RECEIVES $10,000 GRANT FOR  

MENOMINEE FOOD SHARING FOCUS GROUP FEASTS 

 

(Keshena, WI) - The Menominee Tribal Clinic recently received a $10,000 grant from the First Nations Development 

Institute of Longmont, Colorado.  This award will support the efforts of the Menominee Tribal Clinic’s “Menominee Food 

Sharing Focus Group Feasts” project.  

 

The purpose of the project is to build on food sovereignty assessment efforts and engage diverse sectors of the 

community. Ten “focus group feasts” will be held to discuss food sovereignty and food sharing practices featuring 

Native/local foods of the community. An art contest “Menominee Youth Feed Ourselves,” will be held over the summer 

for grades K-12. Menominee students participating in the University Of Arkansas School Of Law’s 2016 Native Youth in 

Agriculture Summer Leadership Summit will be eligible to receive $1000 mini-grants to conduct their own food 

sovereignty assessment activities in the community. The information obtained will be used to inform future planning and 

tailoring of efforts to build a sustainable local food system. 

 

Under the Native American Food Systems Initiative, generously supported by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, First Nations 

has awarded ten Native communities looking to conduct food assessments and gain a better knowledge and understanding 

about the historical, current, and future state of their local food systems. Upon hearing that news of the grant award, 

Menominee Tribal Chairwoman, Joan Delabreau, stated that following,  

 

“This is a great opportunity for the Menominee Community.  Our Tribal partners, through the Community 

Engagement Group, have worked diligently on gathering the necessary data that identified childhood obesity not 

only as a crisis for our community, but also a larger symptom of historical trauma.  Through this initiative, we 

are in a better position to not only work to change obesity factors with our children, but also work to heal the 

long-standing wounds of the generations, present and future, brought on through historical and intergenerational 

trauma.  This opportunity will serve as a bridge for our people to connect to our past practices of food 

sovereignty that yielded a healthier way of life.”    
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About the Menominee Indian Tribe of WI 

The seat of government for the Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin (Tribe) is located approximately 45 miles 

northwest of Green Bay, Wisconsin on the Reservation, in the Village of Keshena.  The Reservation shares nearly co-

terminus geopolitical boundaries with Menominee County, is situated on the ancestral homelands, and consists of 

235,523 acres of which 223,500 acres is heavily forested lands. The tribal organization is comprised of 39 departments 

that offer services in the areas of language and culture, history, education, justice, natural resources, health, social 

services, and economic development in support of the following mission: 

 

“The mission of the Omaeqnomenewak (People of the Wild Rice) is to promote, protect, and preserve our rights, 

resources, and culture by utilizing responsible leadership and judicious exercise of our sovereign powers” 

 

About the Menominee Tribal Clinic 

The Menominee Tribal Clinic serves the total health care needs of the Menominee and is a milestone in the exercise of 

Indian Self-Determination.  The mission of the Menominee Tribal Clinic is to provide quality, accessible and 

comprehensive health services. The Clinic has been an active partner in the Community Engagement Work Group. Out 

of this work and the focus on youth obesity, grew the Menominee Wellness Initiative. This initiative is a pilot project 

funded by the University of Wisconsin, Madison. It utilizes a collaborative, Collective Impact approach to align obesity 

prevention efforts in the community. Because of such efforts, the Menominee Nation was awarded the Robert Wood 

Johnson Culture of Health prize in 2015. 

 

For more information, please contact Katie Careaga, Menominee Tribal Clinic Epidemiologist, at (715)799-3361. 
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