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Building Design Solutions for All Ages Emphasized 

MADISON – According to the United States Census Bureau there are 76.4 million baby boomers.  

These baby boomers represent close to one-fourth of the estimated U.S. population of 320 

million.  As a result, “Building Design Solutions for all Ages” is the focus of week one of Building 

Safety Month, which is sponsored by the International Code Council. 

Many baby boomers are nearing or entering their retirement years and making decisions about 

where they will live when they retire.  According to a survey conducted by the AARP, 89 percent 

of the 50-and-older population like their current homes and intend to remain in them for as 

long as possible.  However, aging in place is not just about the home.  Aging of the population 

will affect every interior environment – private, commercial and public.  For example: 

 Housing – there is a growing demand for livable communities and urban complexes with 

easy access to health care, entertainment, restaurants and shopping. 

 Healthcare – there is an increasing need for outpatient and in-home care, including 

accommodation for caregivers. 

 Hospitality – hotels, motels and restaurants will see greater interest in their accessibility. 

 Retail – stores should be accessible and accommodate customers with assistive devices. 

 Workplace – offices, retail stores and other work places will need to provide adequate 

lighting, seating, technology, task areas and quiet places for older workers. 

Architects, custom home builders, remodelers and building safety officials can be valuable 

resources, positioned to help meet the needs of aging-in-place clients, provided they fully 

understand the design solutions and products that make living in a home easier, and make 

public buildings more accommodating and comfortable for older workers and frequenters. 

More information, resources and strategies, for both homeowners and professionals, about 

building solutions for all ages can be found on the ICC website.   
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The International Code Council is dedicated to developing model codes and standards used in 

the design, build and compliance process to construct safe, sustainable, affordable and resilient 

structures. Most U.S. communities and many global markets choose the International Codes. 

The Alliance for Regulatory Coordination is a consortium of 16 business, professional, trade and 

advocacy organizations involved in building design, construction and regulatory services in 

Wisconsin.  The Alliance seeks regulatory services provided in the most efficient manner possible 

to effectively promote the health, safety and welfare of Wisconsin citizens and visitors. 
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