
 

 

 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

HERB KOHL PROVIDES SUPPORT FOR WISCONSIN CLASSROOMS AND STUDENTS 
Special Focus on Social-Emotional Learning Projects 

 
MILWAUKEE – May 7, 2018 -- Today, in honor of National Teacher Appreciation Week and to 
celebrate the hard work and important contributions of Wisconsin teachers this school year, Herb 
Kohl Philanthropies funded all Wisconsin project requests (one per teacher) on the education 
crowdfunding site DonorsChoose.org. 
 
578 projects totaling $425,000 were just flash-funded across the state.  This donation was made to 
thank teachers for making a positive impact on the lives of Wisconsin children.    
 
“What teachers do every day for students inspires me to provide this support,” said Herb Kohl.  
“These classroom projects are just another example of how teachers go the extra mile to provide for 
their students.  While their efforts are priceless, the materials cost money – money I know teachers 
all-too-often spend out of their own pockets.” Kohl added. 
 
In addition, starting tomorrow, Tuesday, May 8, 2018, Herb Kohl Philanthropies will provide further 
support for Wisconsin classrooms in the form of a 2-to-1 special match offer to support social-
emotional learning projects.  Available research and teachers on the frontlines acknowledge the 
need to create stronger and more supportive communities for their students.   This matching grant 
will help leverage a $75,000 commitment into an additional $112,500 worth of direct classroom 
supplies and educational materials for teachers requesting mental and emotional wellness 
resources that help students become happy and connected members of their communities.  
 
 “We’re so grateful for the chance to honor Wisconsin teachers today with this surprise from Herb 
Kohl Philanthropies,” said Charles Best, founder of DonorsChoose.org. “Teachers go above and 
beyond for their students every day, and this support will help them bring new learning opportunities 
to classrooms across the state.” 
 
As the benefits of social-emotional learning (SEL) have become clear, school communities recognize 
children need help building skills beyond academic knowledge. Social-emotional development helps 
students become more focused and ready to learn.  Through various techniques, students are able to 
develop self-awareness and the self-management skills they need in order to become more socially 
aware, improve relationship skills and make responsible decisions. 
 



 

 

 
“Social and emotional learning practices help educators reach all kids and build school environments 
that keep kids safe, healthy, supported, and encouraged,” said State Superintendent Tony Evers. 
“Through work with my Equity Council and staff at the department, we are searching for new and 
exciting ways to promote these skills. I want to thank Herb Kohl for his recognition of those efforts 
and his unwavering commitment to our educators and schools.” 
 
This match offer invites teachers to request materials and experiences they need to help foster social-
emotional wellness in their classrooms, schools, and communities.  For every dollar of support for 
these projects, Herb Kohl Philanthropies will match them 2-to-1 until the offer expires.     
 
On Monday morning, Herb Kohl posted a “You just got funded” message that went to 578 teachers 
in 359 schools impacting 51,739 students, letting teachers know how much he values their 
dedication, innovation and inspiration.   
 
About Herb Kohl Philanthropies  
Herb Kohl Philanthropies supports Wisconsin’s teachers, principals and their schools along with high 
school students through the Herb Kohl Educational Foundation Scholarship and Fellowship award 
program. Herb Kohl Philanthropies also sponsors the state’s Teacher of the Year program.  Since 
1990, nearly $18 million has been awarded to recognize excellence in education for Wisconsin 
students, teachers, schools and principals.  In addition, Herb Kohl Philanthropies supports many 
educational institutions, programs and initiatives that are focused on reducing the student 
achievement gap.  Support is also directed to improving literacy, pathways to college, and 
experiential learning such as Learning Journeys to Washington D.C. 
 
 

About DonorsChoose.org  
Founded in 2000, DonorsChoose.org is a nonprofit website that makes it easy for anyone to help a 
classroom in need. Teachers at 78% of all the public schools in America have created project 
requests, and more than three million people have donated $687 million to projects that inspire 
them. All told, 28 million students—most from low-income communities, and many in disaster-
stricken areas—have received books, art supplies, field trips, technology, and other resources that 
they need to learn. 
 
Contacts:  
 
JoAnne Anton, Director of Giving, Herb Kohl Philanthropies 
info@herbkohlphilanthropies.org  414-271-6600 
 
DonorsChoose.org 
media@donorschoose.org 
 
Beth Herman, School Mental Health Training Consultant, Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 
Beth.Herman@dpi.wi.gov  608-267-9242 
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