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Statement from Secretary-designee Kevin A. Carr and Secretary-designee Emilie Amundson  
following today’s Juvenile Justice Grant Committee meeting 

 

MADISON—Today, the Juvenile Justice Grant Committee heard from six counties, and the La Courte Oreilles and Lac Du 

Flambeau tribes regarding the process to build Secure Residential Care Centers for Children and Youth (SRCCCY), as 

required by Act 185.  Building local SRCCCYs and the development of the Grant Committee was mandated by this 

legislation, which was signed into law by former Governor Walker in 2018. In order to move the youth out of Lincoln 

Hills and Copper Lake Schools by the deadline ordered by the legislation, construction of SRCCCYs must begin as soon as 

possible following recommendations by the Grant Committee and formal approval by the Legislative Committee on Joint 

Finance.  

 

Each of the presenters shared the significant challenges they face in building and sustaining a SRCCCY. “Deal Breakers” 

shared by the counties included the shift of long-term operational costs such as healthcare from the state to the 

counties, which they say pose “financial risks” to their local communities.  

 

“The safety and health of the youth at Lincoln Hills and Copper Lake Schools continues to be our number one 

priority,” said Secretary-designee Carr. “We want to bring these youth closer to their communities and close 

Lincoln Hills and Copper Lake Schools, but the substantial concerns we heard today are worth noting.” 

 

“I want to thank the counties and our tribal partners for sharing their feedback with the Committee today,” said 

Secretary-designee Amundson.  “All of the partners taking part in the conversation about youth justice reform 

bring valuable perspectives and have the best interests of our youth in mind. Unfortunately, many of the items 

they shared are outside of the scope of the Grant Committee and would require legislative action and financial 

investment to the Act 185 legislation passed last year.” 

 

### 

View the presentations to the Juvenile Justice Grant Committee here, under the May 6, 2019 meeting materials. 
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