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CAP TIMES PUBLISHES MAJOR INVESTIGATION ON SEXUAL MISCONDUCT IN THE 
WISCONSIN ARMY NATIONAL GUARD 

  

Over the next four days, May 7-10, the Cap Times will publish “Failure to Protect,” a four-part 
investigation by reporter Katelyn Ferral on the Wisconsin Army National Guard and its 
treatment of soldiers who are sexually abused in its service. The four stories will appear online 
on sequential days, while parts one and two will appear in the print edition of the Wednesday, 
May 8 Cap Times. The series centers on 1st Lt. Megan Plunkett, a soldier who says she was 
sexually assaulted by three different Guard colleagues over the course of three years. 
  

After she brought those allegations forward, the Guard not only decided that they were 
unsubstantiated, but took multiple steps to punish her. Plunkett eventually brought her story to 
the Cap Times, and after a four-month investigation including access to extensive records of a 
type rarely available to the public, we are sharing her story with readers. It is alarming, nuanced 
and sometimes graphic, but it is important to hear, coming amidst growing concern among 
government officials in Wisconsin about the treatment of abuse victims in the National Guard. 
Concern is a high at the national level as well, given evidence that sexual assault is alarmingly 
common in the military. 
  

Part one of “Failure to Protect” focuses on Plunkett’s allegations, the Guard’s responses 
and  also explains its procedures for responding to sexual assault allegations. Part two takes a 
close look at a yearlong, internal Guard investigation into Plunkett’s first unit, which concluded 
that it had a longstanding culture of sexual misconduct perpetuated by staff members who 
were cited as perpetrators while simultaneously administering Guard programs intended to aid 
victims. 
  

Part three examines the phenomenon of “military sexual trauma,” as well as Plunkett’s often 
frustrating efforts to maintain consistent medical care and legal representation. Part four 
describes the Guard’s final — and at this point, unsuccessful — effort to revoke her military 
benefits even after she was in the process of getting a discharge for medical reasons. 
  

Ferral and editors Katie Dean and Chris Murphy are available for comment about the stories. 
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