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Rep. Allen proposes tax relief for individuals and families  
struggling with rare disease 

Rep. Scott Allen today proposed a tax credit for families of individuals facing eosinophilic 
esophagitis, or “EoE.” 

EoE makes it difficult or impossible to swallow whole foods, leading to “failure to thrive” scenarios 
in young children, such as slow growth, weight loss, and malnutrition.  In children and adults with 
the disorder, they face abdominal or chest pain, nausea, and difficulty sleeping due to pain, acid 
reflux, and other factors.  It is estimated that between 550 and 2,200 people in Wisconsin suffer 
from EoE. 

While researchers are still trying to determine an exact cause or cure, they know it occurs when a 
type of white blood cell accumulates in the esophagus.  The medical community has found a 
treatment: amino acid-based elemental formulas, either consumed in drink form or administered 
in a feeding tube.  A supply of just 5,400 calories can cost $123. 

The proposed budget motion would create a non-refundable income tax credit which would 
reimburse 50% or up to $5,000 for affected individuals.  The credit would not be allowed if the 
cost of the food is already reimbursable, for example, by an insurer. 

While covered by Women, Infants and Children (WIC) when prescribed, many individuals and 
families fall above income guidelines.  Further, insurers are not required to cover the formula.  
Thus, middle-income families may struggle to fund this necessity for life of a loved one. 

“The financial impact of this problem on a very limited number of people is severe,” Rep. Allen 
said.  “Providing some tax relief for medically-required, expensive nourishment seems like the right 
thing to do.” 

### 
The 97th Assembly District includes portions of the City of Waukesha 

and the Towns of Waukesha, Genesee, and Mukwonago. 


