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On Monday May 6th, the Tar Sands Storytelling Project had its final showing at MobCraft Brewery after 

reaching over 600 people on an eight day tour across Wisconsin. The Wisconsin artists on the project ranged 
from graduate students to established professionals. They opened the first of its kind exhibit on Wisconsin’s 
tar sands pipeline, Line 61 (North America’s largest tar sands oil pipeline) on Friday, April 26th at the Clark 
Cultural Arts Center in Neillsville, WI.  
 
The exhibit is comprised of ten 2ft x 4ft panels that are each produced by one of the ten artists. Collectively, 
they show a chronology of the tar sands oil extraction, preparation, and transportation processes. From the 
destructive mining activity in Alberta, Canada to the disregard for Indigenous treaty rights and the potential 
for the seizure of private property, the artists illustrated a story that exposes the threat tar sand pose to 
people and the environment.  
 
“I find it very effective when activists and artists can collaborate to make important issues visible and 
accessible. In order to make a difference we must come together to share our voices on these issues in 
whatever way works best for each if us, be it walking around the Great Lakes for our water, or 
protesting at our state capitol when lawmakers do the bidding of economic interests instead of the 
people, or as youth suing the federal government for a livable future climate, or, as artists, using our 
art to make visual statements about what will happen if we do not act,” said, one of the artists, Helen 
Klebesadel. 
 
Wisconsin is currently bisected by five pipelines operated by the Canadian company, Enbridge. Recently, 
Enbridge has announced plans to their investors  to add a “twin line” (Line 66) alongside the existing Line 61 
corridor.  Already the current Line 61 has the capacity to pump up to 1.2 million barrels of oil each day.  That 
is 45% more oil than the Keystone XL Pipeline and 155% more than the Dakota Access Pipeline.  
 
“Enbridge has historically been able to operate these pipelines without many noticing,” stated 
Elizabeth Ward with the Wisconsin branch of the Sierra Club. She continued, “people across Wisconsin are 
becoming more and more aware of the impacts of these pipelines, including the threats to our 
waterways, the impacts on landowners and other Wisconsin communities, the desecration of treaty 
rights, and the impacts on our future.  This exhibit demonstrates those impacts more than words can.” 
 
 These pipelines cross major waterways such as the Wisconsin, Rock, and Namekagon rivers. Most 
disturbingly, Enbridge has a track record of over 800 oil spills since 1999. Consequently, the issue of tar sands 
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oil is a close-to-home example of the way fossil fuels and fossil fuel industries are creating an unlivable planet 
for all of us here and now.  
 
“It’s a call to action, to take off the blinders, to see what’s happening to our environment, our Mother 
Earth, as a result of the over zealous mining of tar sands. ...Although we cannot change much of the 
damage that has been done, it is not too late to take action in our legislature to promote responsible 
management of this critical ecosystem of our planet for future generations,” explained artist, Christine 
Keller. 
 
The exhibit is scheduled to make eight additional stops along the pipeline route including: Hayward, Stevens 
Point, Marshfield, Baraboo, Madison, Whitewater, Green Bay and Milwaukee. More information can be found 
online at: https://tarsandsstorytellingproject.wordpress.com/ 
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