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Appreciating Our Teachers  
 

By Assembly Democratic Leader Peter Barca (D-Kenosha) 
  

Wisconsin has a history of great public schools and top-tier state universities. What makes these 

institutions great, what really inspires and lifts up students in the Badger state, is great educators.  

  

This week, Teacher Appreciation Week, we take the time to thank hard-working Wisconsin teachers 

who are on the front line supporting and advocating for our most vulnerable and valuable resource – our 

kids. As a proud graduate of Wisconsin public schools, I hope generations of Wisconsinites will benefit 

from the quality education afforded from great schools with excellent teachers. 

  

Unfortunately, after years of slashing budgets and attacks against the teachers by Republican legislators 

and Governor Walker, our classrooms are losing out on great potential educators. Enrollment in teacher 

preparation programs in Wisconsin colleges has dropped nearly 25 percent since 2012, according to the 

U.S. Department of Education.  

  

And it’s no wonder—more than $2 billion has been cut from public schools, universities and technical 

colleges in Wisconsin over the past five years, according to the non-partisan Legislative Fiscal Bureau. 

That includes cuts of over $1 billion of state aid from K-12 schools alone, while millions of taxpayer 

dollars are being given to private voucher schools with little accountability.  

  

If that weren’t enough to discourage bright young minds from teaching in Wisconsin, the combination of 

rhetoric and legislation passed by Republicans has undermined the teaching profession.  

  

Democrats believe we should be investing in our children and our schools so that we can have a strong 

future for Wisconsin. Republicans seem intent on slashing our schools and putting out-of-state right-

wing special interests ahead of our kids. 

  

My colleagues and I have spent years fighting back against the constant barrage of attacks against public 

schools, educators and students. In order to ensure the best possible future for students and our state, we 

need the most passionate, competent and qualified professionals in the classroom. We’re lucky to have 

so many great teachers still in our local schools, and we need to make sure that bright and dedicated 

professionals are continuing to enter this profession.  

 

For Teacher Appreciation Week, my fellow Democrats and I will continue to show support and 

appreciation for educators and by fighting for them in our districts and in the legislature. Our kids 

deserve the best, and that starts with great teachers.  
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