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Six UW-River Falls students honored with Chancellor's Award 
 

May 5, 2017 -- Six University of Wisconsin-River Falls students received the 2017 

Chancellor's Award for Students and were honored at a ceremony on campus April 27.  

The award is the highest non-academic honor a student can receive at UW-River Falls.   

 

First awarded in 1980, the Chancellor's Award for Students is presented annually to 

juniors and seniors for distinguished leadership and service to the campus and external 

communities during the course of their time at UW-River Falls. 

 

This year’s recipients highlighted the reach and impact of UWRF students worldwide. 

All six recipients had an international component to their education. Recipients were 

Alexandra Klapoetke of Montello, a senior who has taught English in Nagasaki, Japan; 

Christopher Morgan of Wyoming, former student body president who spent time 

abroad in Europe and the Middle East; Pang Tao Moua of St. Paul, a non-traditional 

student whose extensive undergraduate research has focused on Hmong women and 

Hmong language; Brittany Rambatt of Sharon, a graduating senior who taught English 

as a Second Language in Honduras; Kathryn Theisen of Minnetrista, Minn., a senior 

who studied abroad in Scotland; and Xiaoqi “Kiki” Wang of River Falls, a senior who 

came to UWRF as part of the Zhejiang International Studies University cohort in 2013. 

 

“UW-River Falls has been celebrating our students through the Chancellor’s Awards 

process for nearly 40 years,” remarked Chancellor Dean Van Galen.  “This year’s group 

of honorees represents yet another demonstration of our commitment to helping develop 

productive, engaged citizens. I am certain that these 2017 recipients will join the over 250 

past awardees who have gone on to serve and lead, contributing locally and globally in 

many ways.” 

 

Students are nominated for the award by faculty, staff, other students, or even 

themselves. A selection committee then reviews the nominations and following an 

interview process, forwards recommendations to the Chancellor for his approval. 

Nomination comments included: 

 

Alexandra “Alex” Klapoetke, a senior graduating in December 2017 with a major in 

agricultural education, has dedicated her time to research as an undergraduate. An 

opportunity to attend a national agricultural education research conference following her 

freshman year sparked an interest in undergraduate research that has not waned.   
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Klapoetke's research has focused on the troublesome shortage of middle and high school 

agricultural education teachers in Wisconsin. She has had the opportunity to present her 

work at numerous conferences. 

In his nomination letter, Agricultural Education Professor Tim Buttles praised her 

articulate work and communication skills. "Very few undergraduates attend the regional 

or national conferences of the American Association for Agricultural Education and it is 

rare to see undergraduate research presented. At these conferences, Alex confidently 

explained her work to graduate students, faculty, and other agricultural education leaders. 

Many times she was asked if she was working on a master's or PhD. People were 

surprised to learn that she was still an undergraduate."   

In addition to her extensive research work, Klapoetke served as the national student 

president of Alpha Tau Alpha, an honorary agricultural education organization. She has 

also served as a CAFES ambassador, and parliamentarian for the Wisconsin State FFA.  

Christopher “Chris” Morgan, a graduating senior majoring in economics and political 

science, has been actively involved in student government at UWRF. He has served as a 

student senator, director of external relations for the Student Government Association, 

and has spent two years as Student Senate president.   

A staunch advocate for a variety of important student issues, including sexual assault 

awareness, student mental health, and college affordability, Morgan has worked tirelessly 

in service to UW-River Falls according to nomination letters.   

In a letter supporting his nomination, Alice Reilly-Mykelbust, director of Student Health 

and Counseling Services, described his impact. "I have worked in my position for over 20 

years and have never seen a student as committed and determined as Chris in working 

toward the well being of our students and our campus. Chris has been willing to tackle 

very difficult, yet truly important, issues such as student mental health and sexual 

violence. Chris has been very deliberate and persistent in his mission to help address 

these important issues on our campus."   

Pang Tao Moua is a non-traditional student, a first generation student, and a McNair 

Scholar. A communication sciences and disorders major, Moua will graduate this month 

after having a profound impact on those she has encountered at UW-River Falls.  

Natalie Strobach, former director of the McNair Scholars Program, summed up Moua in 

her nomination letter. "I have been working with McNair scholars for nearly a decade, 

and in that time I have met few students who demonstrated as much resilience, 

perseverance, and dedication to research as Pang."  

Moua has dedicated her undergraduate career to research and inclusivity. She has served 

as a Chancellor's Student Ambassador and a Peer Research Mentor on campus. In her 

supporting letter, Melissa Wilson, director of Career Services, praised Moua's maturity, 

commitment, and passion. "As Pang has navigated being a non-traditional student, 

McNair Scholar, student leader, Honors Program student, Upward Bound volunteer, and 

sole financial supporter for herself and her education, I have witnessed her commitment 

to encouraging others, serving as a role model, and being dedicated to her research."   
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Brittany Rambatt, a graduating senior with an agricultural education major, is described 

as mature, energetic, and dedicated in letters supporting her nomination, but the common 

thread that stands out most is her compassion.   

Rambatt spent last summer as an English as a Second Language teacher in Honduras, 

teaching English classes to students in a rural village. She also completed several trips to 

Honduras and one to Haiti, where she helped install water filters, pour floors, and assisted 

with basic medical care. She volunteered at an orphanage, helped improve homes, and 

established gardens. In his nomination letter, James Graham, Agricultural Education 

Department chair, described Rambatt’s spirit. "This caring and heartfelt compassion for 

others is far more than what can be gained through formal education, but truly is 

something to be recognized for."   

Closer to home, Rambatt has been involved with the America Reads Program at Westside 

Elementary School in River Falls and Big Foot FFA.  

Kathryn “Kate” Theisen, a senior business administration major with emphasis in 

management and economics, has been heavily involved during her time on campus. 

Cindy Holbrook, head women's basketball coach, summed up Theisen, saying "Her daily 

commitment to UWRF core values, her positive and inspiring attitude and her courageous 

leadership all make her a tremendous candidate for this award. In 17 years as a head 

coach, I have never coached a student-athlete that I could recommend more highly than 

Kate."   

Theisen has served as a campus visit intern and a recruitment and enrollment team 

member with the Admissions Office, an innovative research member in the Business 

Administration Department, an URSCA presenter, and captain of the women's basketball 

team.   

Xiaoqi “Kiki” Wang, a graduating senior with a major in TESOL (Teaching English to 

Speakers of Other Languages), came to UW-River Falls as part of a cohort of Zhejiang 

International Studies University Students in 2013. Since then, in the words of Alex 

Hathaway, associate lecturer of ESL (English as a Second Language), she has "thrived 

here on campus and helped others to thrive."   

Wang has presented research at multiple conferences, served as an orientation transition 

leader through New Student and Family Programs, served as an orientation team leader 

for International Student Services, and volunteered as a programming coordinator for the 

Global Programming Society. She has been vice-president of the TESOL Club, served as 

a Chancellor's Student Ambassador, led the Chinese Culture Club as co-president, and 

participated in Dance Theatre. She has also served as a Chinese class facilitator, ESL 

tutor, and teaching assistant.    

While her involvement list is long, Wang has continually stepped up. Rhonda Petree, 

director of the English Language Transition Program, said "Kiki has represented the 

university with such positivity and enthusiasm through her many public roles."   

For more information on the awards, email beth.schommer@uwrf.edu. 

mailto:beth.schommer@uwrf.edu
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### 

Photo:  Recipients of the 2017 Chancellor’s Award for Students at UW-River Falls were, 

from left to right, (UW-River Falls Chancellor Dean Van Galen), Kathryn Theisen, Pang 

Tao Moua, Xiaoqi Wang, Brittany Rambatt, Alexandra Klapoetke, and Chris 

Morgan. Photo by Hailey Smith, UWRF media intern. 


