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The Wisconsin Office of Children’s Mental Health Announces New Website and  

Encourages Participation in Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day 

 

May 5, 2016.  The Wisconsin Office of Children’s Mental Health was created in 2014 as one of many state initiatives aimed at 

strengthening Wisconsin’s mental health system.  Recognizing that creating new programs would not lead to a foundational 

shift in children’s mental health, the Office instead focuses on understanding the issues facing Wisconsin’s young people, 

documenting services and available outcomes, enhancing communication within and between state agencies serving children 

and families, and coordinating initiatives.   

“We know children and youth’s social and emotional needs often go unmet in systems that are confusing and hard for 

families to access,” states Elizabeth Hudson, Director of the Office, “that’s why, in our first 24 months, we’ve focused on 

bringing parent and youth participation to state level problem-solving and policy-making.  We need fresh ideas and people 

who’ve been through the systems to help us discover what families need to heal and thrive.”   

One of the Office’s central roles is serving as the “backbone organization” to the Wisconsin Children’s Mental Health 

Collective Impact initiative.  Charlene Mouille, Executive Director of the United Way of Wisconsin, states “My experience with 

the Children’s Mental Health Collective Impact initiative has been outstanding. The collective impact effort has deepened our 

understanding of the issues related to improving children’s mental health access and outcomes; as well as accelerated United 

Ways’ connections to state agency departments and programs. We look forward to continued participation in the 

public/private strategies that result from this effort.” 

The focus on involving parents and youth on state level action teams, along with furthering state agencies’ collaboration, 

building a common infrastructure for action, and identifying data to help understand and successfully address challenges are 

outlined on the Office’s new website:  http://children.wi.gov/. 

The website’s unveiling is aligned with Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day on Thursday, May 5th from 11:30 a.m. to 

12:30 and located at the Overture Center, 201 State St. in Madison.  The program will honor winners of the Children’s Mental 

Health Awareness Coalition’s My Feelings Matter poster contest and will feature youth performances.   First Lady Tonette 

Walker will present the official state proclamation declaring it Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day in 

Wisconsin.       
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On the same date and at the same location, USA TODAY NETWORK-Wisconsin will culminate their Kids in Crisis series by 

sponsoring the Day of Action for Youth Mental Health from 10 am to 11:30 where lawmakers and other stakeholders will 

discuss ways to better support children and teens with mental health challenges. 
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