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ARCW Statement on Annual  

Wisconsin HIV/AIDS Surveillance Report 
 

Milwaukee... Michael Gifford, AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin President and Chief 

Executive Officer, made the following statement regarding the release of Wisconsin's annual 

HIV/AIDS surveillance report: 

 

"This report demonstrates the importance of continuing to focus on the still fatal AIDS epidemic, 

and especially its disproportionate impact on some of the most vulnerable members of our 

communities. In 2015, 225 new cases of HIV were diagnosed among Wisconsin residents, 

bringing the total number of people estimated to be living with HIV in our state to more than 

7,900.  Unfortunately, the overwhelming burden of HIV disease is among young men and people 

of color. 

 

"The troubling and ongoing impact of this epidemic should serve to remind all of us about the 

need for programs that reduce the spread of HIV. At ARCW, we have built and constantly 

improve upon the nation’s leading health care delivery system for people with HIV and have 

started Wisconsin’s first community based PrEP clinic – a new and innovative HIV prevention 

strategy that can prevent the tragedy of the AIDS epidemic for the next generation at highest risk 

for HIV. Both of these critical health care clinics are available to anyone, regardless of their 

ability to pay or insurance coverage. 

 

“The data for the state of Wisconsin affirms that we have not yet achieved our collective vision 

of a world without AIDS.  The strategic partnerships between ARCW and our public and private 

collaborators have allowed Wisconsin to more effectively manage HIV than virtually any other 

state, yet significant challenges remain to winning the fight against AIDS.” 

 

About ARCW: 

The AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin is home to the ARCW Medical Center ‐ Wisconsin's 

largest and fastest growing HIV health care system. Through its integrated medical, dental and 

mental health clinics along with its pharmacy and dedicated social services that include food 

pantries, a legal program, and social work case management, more than 3,000 HIV patients in 

Wisconsin gain the health care and social services they need for long‐term survival with HIV 

disease from ARCW. 

 

ARCW is also a leading provider of innovative and aggressive prevention services to help at‐risk 

individuals stay free of HIV. 
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