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Rep. Kind's Statement on President Trump's Executive Action 
Relaxing Rules on Churches Taking Part in Politics 

  
Washington, D.C. – Today, President Trump signed an executive order that encourages the IRS 
to relax enforcement of rules barring tax-exempt churches from participating in politics. 
  
"Our places of worship are one of the few places that are free from the divisiveness of partisan 
politics and the stresses of everyday life. We should be protecting that not allowing divisiveness 
and partisanship to seep in. Today's executive action leads us down a slippery slope towards 
turning our places of worship into another political forum to divide us," said Rep. Kind. 
  
Below is a recent op-ed Rep. Kind wrote on the importance of keeping religion non-partisan. 
  
Keep Faith Nonpartisan 

By: Rep. Ron Kind 

  
As we approach the end of the Lenten season, we are reminded of the important role that places of 
worship play in our lives and communities. Like many of you, my family and I enjoy attending on Sundays 
South Beaver Creek Lutheran Church near our family farm in Jackson County. 

Our places of worship are one of the few places that are free from the divisiveness of partisan politics 
and the stresses of everyday life. They are a place for all of us to come together under one roof for 
guidance, for support, for fellowship, and to help those in need. 

Unfortunately, there are some in Congress who are working to turn this last place of solace into another 
venue to divide us with partisan political ideas. They are seeking to pass a proposal that would eliminate 
the law that prohibits churches and other religious non-profits from endorsing political candidates, or 
they risk losing their tax exempt status. If you think the Sunni–Shia conflict in the Middle East is nasty, 
imagine what it would look like if everyone retreated to different sects of a religion based on their 
political views in America.  

I always thought that our places of worship should be a sanctuary for our souls, open to everyone. Such a 
rule change could create a civil war in the pews. It would lead to the creation of democratic or republican 
churches, synagogues, or mosques. It would turn many of our young people away from the church and 



religion in their lives. None of these consequences are in the best interest of our families and 
communities. 

Happily many of our faith leaders agree. Over 99 faith organizations from all different backgrounds 
recently sent a letter to Congress expressing their strong disapproval of the proposal. They fear this rule 
change will divide their congregations and unnecessarily politicize the pulpits. 

Those of us who live in Wisconsin see too many political divisions in our lives already. Some say watching 
the Packers game is the second religious institution we observe on the weekend. It's bad enough that we 
can't watch the Packers during election season without a political ad intruding. I choose to stand with 
our faith leaders to fight against efforts to turn our places of worship into another political forum to 
divide us. I hope you join us.  

  
  
  
 


