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Central Sands Water Action Coalition Statement About the Passage of SB 76  

Wisconsin now needs even more concerned citizens watching over our water resources because of the passage 

of SB 76. Since the DNR will no longer be able to review high capacity well permits when they are replaced, 

repaired, or transferred, the burden of watching these irrigation wells and their impacts on our lakes and rivers is 

now on scientists, landowners, local communities and water advocates across the state. Lawyers will also 

continue to be busy as they help lake associations and individuals protect their lakes and property values from 

dropping further.  

The voices of the people of Wisconsin were ignored. As Bill Berry stated in the Cap Times, “They are the 

voices of people of all political stripes, people whose wells have been impacted, people who own lakeside and 

vacation properties and who have watched their property values decline as their docks are stranded on dry land. 

These people have organized, written letters, attended scores of meetings and informational sessions, testified 

before legislative committees, and in general conducted themselves as citizens should in a democracy. But the 

doors are being slammed in their faces.” 

The Central Sands Water Action Coalition (CSWAC) is one of the organizations that has worked for years to 

protect lakes and rivers from the harms of high capacity wells. Our work is far from over. CSWAC is 

committed to working on long-term solutions to protect our lakes, rivers, wetlands, private wells and local 

economy. We will continue to work with stakeholders from all sides that truly want to find balanced solutions 

to our water needs.  

Farmers have the ability to be the stewards they say they are and take proactive actions to reduce their impacts 

on our lakes, rivers and wetlands. CSWAC has had conversations with many farmers and we know quite a few 

want to do right by our waters and our communities. We need more farmers that are willing to stand up to those 

that are pumping in locations, or amounts that are negatively impacting lakes and rivers. CSWAC would love to 

recognize those farmers that are doing all they can to reduce their impact on lakes and rivers and producing 

their products in a sustainable manner.  

 

The Central Sands Water Action Coalition is a membership organization of 66 lake associations, lake districts, 

and conservation groups representing more than 50,000 members and their families concerned with negative 

impacts on water resources in the Central Sands Region of Wisconsin. 
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