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Reps. Taylor and Goyke – GOP Supreme Court Action is Unfounded and Harmful  

 

MADISON - Tomorrow, the Wisconsin Supreme Court will hear oral arguments on a request from 

Republican leadership, who do not represent the interests of the minority party, to gut the legislature’s own 

law that gives the Department of Health Services (DHS) broad authority to issue public health orders in the 

midst of a pandemic and public health crisis. Experts in public health and infectious disease, even the 

Trump Administration’s own Centers for Disease Control (CDC), all agree that measures such as 

Wisconsin’s and other states’ Safer at Home orders are the only known way to slow the spread of the 

COVID-19 virus and save lives.  

 

Last Friday’s test results show that Wisconsin is nowhere near ready to lift the Safer at Home orders. A 

record-high of 460 new cases were reported, more than the previous high of 334 recorded earlier in the 

week. The total number of cases amounts to 7,314. With 3,172 negative tests, Friday’s percent-positive rate 

is 12.7, the highest it’s been in at least two weeks. 

 

Reps. Taylor and Goyke issued the following statements in response to these unfounded, harmful actions: 

 

“I object in the strongest possible way to a few Republican legislators bringing an original action in front of 

the Supreme Court on behalf of the entire legislature when they didn’t bother to consult with members of 

the body about it.  Many legislators do not consent to this action, do not believe these legislators have the 

authority or adequate grounds to bring it, and oppose the unlimited amount of taxpayer dollars they are 

wasting on their high priced attorneys to pursue a course that is harmful to the people,” said Rep. Chris 

Taylor (D-Madison).  “The Republican majority is essentially asking the state Supreme Court to legislate 

so they do not have to.  If legislators don’t like a law, we are the branch of government constitutionally 

empowered to change it, not the state Supreme Court. Initiating a lawsuit that could result in the deaths of 

untold numbers of people in the midst of the worst public health crisis in a century is not just legally 

suspect, but just plain wrong and heartless.” 

 

“If the Republicans don’t like the law, they can change it - that is literally the role of the Legislature.  Bring 

us into session, stand up and offer your own plan, and back it up publicly with your vote - not with your 

lawyers.  Instead, Republicans are hiding behind taxpayer funded lawyers, which in recent cases have been 

paid nearly $300 an hour - close to the maximum an unemployed worker can receive for an entire week in 

Wisconsin.  While Republicans sue, Democrats continue to seek action on the many needed areas of relief 

for people all across our state.  In this moment, we should act to help one another, not further the divide 

with lawsuits,” said Rep. Evan Goyke (D-Milwaukee).  

 



In recent days both legislators have heard from hundreds of constituents who support the extended Safer at 

Home order. Instead of throwing science, public health expertise and common sense to the wind, legislative 

Republicans should follow the lead of Wisconsin residents who understand that the only way to protect the 

most vulnerable people in our communities from infection and death is to stay at home and maintain 

masking, hand hygiene and physical distancing when we need to go out for essential activities until we see 

a decline in rates of infection and illness. 
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