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ICYMI: Gov. Walker is Committed to Strengthening Wisconsin’s Workforce 

[Madison, Wis.] – Gov. Walker traveled the state on Tuesday to present Fab Lab grants to 22 school 

districts for a total of more than $500,000 – continuing to reiterate his commitment to investing in 

Wisconsin’s education system and workforce. 

 

With more people working than ever before and record-low unemployment at 2.9 percent, it’s 

important that we equip Wisconsin’s students with the skills they need to succeed, while also 

encouraging them to stay close to home after finishing school. In addition to Tuesday’s Fab Lab 

grants, Gov. Walker has made historic investments in education, including increased Sparsity Aid for 

rural communities. Gov. Walker’s Fab Lab grants are just the most recent example of Wisconsin 

being able to invest in taxpayer priorities now that we have a balanced budget and surplus. 

 

Watch and read more from WFRV here or find excerpts below: 

 

ICYMI: Governor Walker declares Tuesday "Fab Lab Day" in Wisconsin, announces over 

$500,000 in grants 

By Justin Razavi 

WFRV 

 

Tuesday, Governor Scott Walker and the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation announced 

more than $500,000 in grants to fab labs in schools across the state. 

 

As part of the announcement, the governor spent the morning touring the fab lab and speaking to 

students at Ashwaubenon High School.  A fab lab, which is short for fabrication laboratory, is a high-

tech workshop with equipment like 3D printers and laser engravers, geared toward hands-on 

science, technology, engineering, arts, and math education. 
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Ashwaubenon is one of 22 school districts across Wisconsin out of 63 that applied, that are receiving 

grants to establish or expand their fab lab.  The governor said the schools that landed grants stood 

out for several reasons. 

 

"The 22 that got it this time were really a combination of things," Governor Walker said. "They had to 

have a plan - it wasn't just a concept - a plan to show that they're ready, that they could act on this 

quickly. Secondly, they had to have a curriculum. They can't just have a lab and not know what to do 

with it, because that kind of defeats the purpose. And the third part was they gotta show on this 

application that they had strong partnerships with employers in the region." … 
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