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Lia Haile receives Hometown Hero Award 

Rep. Tittl presents on behalf of State Assembly 

Madison: Lia Haile of Manitowoc was presented with the Hometown Hero Award by Representative 

Paul Tittl (R-Manitowoc). Rep. Tittl presented the award on behalf of the Wisconsin State Assembly at 

the start of the Assembly session on May 2.  

The Hometown Hero Award program seeks to identify and recognize individuals from around the state 

who give of themselves to make a difference in their communities and in the lives of those around them. 

“This young lady is an inspiration to me, and I hope she continues to inspire each person who hears her 

story,” Rep. Tittl said. “It’s one thing to know about the problems in our society, or even talk about 

them. It’s another thing to learn from our young heroes like Lia and actively seek to address those 

problems.” 

Haile, a 7th grade student at Wilson Middle School, is the founder of the Hopeful Hearts Club, an 

organization of more than 700 who seek to help care for children at the Hope House homeless shelter in 

Manitowoc. 

“I never imagined we would be able to help so many families and children in Manitowoc County,” Haile 

said in her acceptance speech. “It is an honor to be able to bring a little bit of joy, comfort and love to 

someone in need.” 

Under Haile’s direction, the club provides birthday parties, welcome packages, Christmas gifts, and 

special events for children staying at the homeless shelter. Haile said she was inspired to get involved 

after visiting the shelter and meeting a child whose birthday was the next day. However, he wasn’t going 

to be able to celebrate.  

In fact, Haile found that many children in the homeless shelter could not afford birthday or holiday 

celebrations. She decided to change that. Five years later, Haile has been recognized both locally and 

nationally for her work making a difference in the lives of homeless children in Manitowoc. 

“I remember every child, every single one.” Haile said. “I will carry every child with me for the rest of my 

life.” 

“Lia chose not to sit idly by while others in her community suffered. She chose to give of herself, get 

involved, and make a difference,” Rep. Tittl said. 
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