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Community Looking for Results, Not Rhetoric 
 
REEDSBURG – Last week, amidst growing speculation of retirement, Rep. Ed Brooks (R-Reedsburg) 
announced he would be seeking his fifth term to the Wisconsin State Assembly.  He will face-off against 
Democratic challenger Art Shrader (D-Reedsburg), a veteran and local community banker, in the 
November 8 General Election.    
 
In an April 26 interview with WiscNews announcing his re-election campaign, Brooks was questioned 
about his accomplishments over the last two years.  Brooks said he was proud of several pieces of 
legislation he authored including changes to Wisconsin’s roundabout laws and removing restrictions on 
auto body shops.   
 
“Over the last month, I’ve knocked on hundreds of doors and no matter where I go, it is clear our 
community is looking for a hardworking candidate that they can trust that won’t get tied down in political 
gridlock,” Shrader said.  “When I ask families what they’re most concerned about – they don’t mention 
roundabouts or car repair shops, they talk about being scared they’ll lose their job or they’re worried 
about our rural roads and wonder why all our resources are going to Madison and Milwaukee.”   
 
Elected to the State Assembly in 2008, Brooks has had the opportunity to serve in both the majority and 
the minority.  However, for the past six years, Republicans have controlled the Legislature where they 
have faced growing criticism for passing self-serving legislation that protects their own jobs instead of 
working to protect and invest in our communities.   
 
“We need an independent voice in Madison that will listen to the people, not the Party bosses, and give a 
voice to all Wisconsinites.  From my days as a Marine, I know how to focus, work hard and get the job 
done.   I will always give the people of the 50th Assembly District my best,” concluded Shrader.   
 
Art and his wife of 21 years, Mindy, live in rural Reedsburg and have two children, Dakota and Miranda.  
After serving overseas as a Marine in Operation Desert Storm, Art attended UW-Richland and graduated 
with degrees from both Winona State University and UW-Madison.  Art works at WCCU Credit Union as a 
Business Loan Officer, where he continues to work with local businesses to help them grow and prosper.  
He is a member of VFW Post 1916, the Eagles Nest Detachment of the Marine Corps League and 
previously was a member of the Lions Club, Kiwanis Club, Reedsburg Area Chamber of Commerce, Sauk 
County Economic Development Corporation Board, Baraboo Revitalization Committee, Reedsburg 
Outdoor Club and the Reedsburg Homeless Shelter Board. 
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