
Badger Advocates 
 

Executive Director Sought  
 

JOB DESCRIPTION 

 

The goal and purpose of the Badger Advocates is to support the interests of the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison and higher education in Wisconsin through public relations, lobbying, and 

grassroots efforts. The executive director of the Badger Advocates reports directly to the board 

of directors and is responsible for the overall management of this independent, 501(c) 4 

advocacy organization.  

 

The primary responsibilities of the executive director include: 

 Manage the operation and execution of the organization, including budgeting, hiring 

and supervising staff, and working with outside vendors. 

 Work directly with the organization’s board of directors to achieve organizational goals. 

 Work with the board of directors to raise the necessary funds to sustain the organization. 

 Serve as the primary spokesperson for the Badger Advocates, proactively engaging in a 

media-relations strategy. 

 Execute a rapid-response strategy that effectively responds to talk radio, social media, 

and other public communication vehicles that have the ability to portray UW-Madison 

positively or negatively. 

 Engage and lobby necessary stakeholders and influencers on behalf of UW-Madison. 

 Testify at public hearings.  

 

The executive director will manage relationships with vendors and hired staff to: 

 

 Plan and execute a comprehensive public-relations campaign. 

 Conduct research and polling to influence organizational strategy. 

 Coordinate a lobbying strategy in the state capitol and among other key influencers. 

 Plan and execute a strategy to solicit and distribute political contributions to candidates 

and elected officials.  

 

QUALIFICATIONS 

 

The ideal candidate will possess the following qualities: 

 

 The ability to work in a bipartisan fashion to advance organizational goals. 



 Five to 10 years of progressively senior leadership experience, preferably as the lead or 

senior-level executive in a similar organization. 

 Bachelor’s degree required; MA, MS, MBA, or JD preferred. A degree from UW-

Madison is highly desired. 

 Experience in government relations; Wisconsin experience is ideal. 

 Experience running a comprehensive campaign for an individual or an issue, which 

included polling, marketing, grassroots advocacy, and lobbying. 

 Experience in media relations and skilled in public speaking. 

 Experience with social media.    

 Knowledge of the Wisconsin political landscape and a passion for UW-Madison and 

higher education. 

 

Deadline for submission of applications is Friday, May 27, 2016.  

 

Resume with cover letter and a list of at least 3 references should be submitted to: 

 

Peter Christianson  

Badger Advocates Executive Committee Member (volunteer) 

2 E. Mifflin Street, Ste 600 

Madison, WI 53703 

608.252.9359 

pcc@dewittross.com 

 


