
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (May 2, 2017) 

Contact: Erik Greenfield, Communications Manager, 608-443-1952 (office), 608-669-7884 (cell) 

 

Chamber President Zach Brandon Receives Distinguished 
Service Award from Wisconsin National Guard Association 

Award recognizes Chamber’s support of 115th Fighter Wing, 
efforts to base next-generation aircraft at Truax Field 

 
MADISON – Today the Greater Madison Chamber of Commerce announced that Chamber President 
Zach Brandon is the recipient of the 2017 Distinguished Service Award, the Wisconsin National Guard 
Association’s (WINGA) highest civilian honor. The award was presented Saturday during WINGA’s 67th 
Annual State Conference in Elkhart Lake. 
 
The award recognizes Brandon and the Chamber’s involvement in the effort to base the next-generation 
F-35A aircraft at Madison’s Truax Field, outstanding leadership and community advocacy in support of 
the mission of the 115th Fighter Wing through the Chamber’s work with the Badger Air Community 
Council (BACC). 
 
“While I am humbled and honored to accept this award, I share it with the business leaders, elected 
officials, advocates, community members and countless others who have supported and shown their 
appreciation for the remarkable, hardworking men and women of the 115th Fighter Wing,” said 
Brandon. “Landing the F-35A at Truax would be both a national defense asset and an economic 
opportunity for Greater Madison, and we are proud to do everything we can to promote the 1,200 
airmen of the 115th and the significant contributions they make to our community.” 
 
In addition to supporting 1,200 Wisconsin jobs, the 115th Fighter Wing contributes $100 million in annual 
economic impact, provides emergency response services for Dane County Regional Airport and pays 
more than $1 million in tuition assistance to colleges and universities for area students who serve in the 
Guard. 
 
In January, the Chamber launched Together Truax, the next step of an initiative designed to support the 
effort to base the F-35A at Truax Field. The initiative includes a new website, TogetherTruax.com, and 
Facebook and Twitter pages, in addition to ongoing advocacy. The Air Force announced in December 
that Truax is one of five finalist sites for the F-35A, with the two bases that will receive the next-
generation jets to be named at a later date.  
 

-MORE- 
 

NEWS 

 

http://togethertruax.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TogetherTruax
https://twitter.com/TogetherTruax


About the Wisconsin National Guard Association: 

The Wisconsin National Guard Association, Inc. (WINGA) is a nonpartisan organization representing more than 

1,800 current and former Wisconsin Army and Air National Guard officers. Formed in 1951, the association 

promotes the relevance, readiness, and modernization of our National Guard, improving the quality of life for its 

members and supporting state and national policies to advance the security of the United States. To learn more, visit 

http://www.winga.org.  

 
About the Greater Madison Chamber of Commerce: 

The Greater Madison Chamber of Commerce is the voice of business with nearly 1,300 organizations – ranging 

from one-person shops to corporations with more than 9,500 employees – working to bring the Greater Madison 

area to its full potential. The Greater Madison region is a leader in innovation. From cutting-edge technologies to 

distinctive retail shops to inventive services and products, our members vary greatly but are united by the region’s 

entrepreneurial spirit. More information can be found at greatermadisonchamber.com.  
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