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GOP Looking to Roll Back Shoreland Zoning Standards 
 

 

Madison- State Senator Bob Wirch (D-Somers) today is panning a proposed rule revision, being advanced 

through the Republican-controlled Legislature, which would negatively impact lakes and rivers around the state.  

Clearinghouse Rule 13-051 changes or eliminates several aspects of a compromise that was reached among 

stakeholders in 2009, following a decade-long debate. 

 

“The existing rules came about through long discussions between conservationists, business interests, 

developers, and the state.  They haven’t even been given a chance yet, and the Republicans are pushing to 

change them.  While no compromise is perfect, the changes that have been suggested will take us backwards 

and put our waterways in danger,” said Wirch. 

 

Among other things, the changes ease rules relating to the percentage of impervious surfaces in a lot within 300 

feet of a lake or river, which will increase the amount of runoff into waterways; they exempt some lots that 

currently must meet the impervious standard; and they allow for an expansion of non-conforming structures 

within a zone 35- to 75-feet from the water’s edge.  In addition, this rule change furthers the Republican attack 

on local control, prohibiting counties from adopting or enforcing stricter standards. 

 

“Once again, we see Republicans, who claim to believe in small government, coming in and telling local 

communities what is best.  A ‘one size fits all’ approach doesn’t always work when it comes to our natural 

resources,” Wirch stated. 

 

The Department of Natural Resources has yet to conduct an environmental analysis of the rule change.  The 

proposal was given a hearing today in the Senate Committee on Natural Resources, of which Wirch is a long-

time member. 
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