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An Editorial From President Kevin Gundlach 

Madison, WI) For the first time in history, a billionaire NBA owner has been banned for life from the team that 
he owns.  We commend the players' union for standing in solidarity with one another to achieve this outcome. 
When workers stand in solidarity with one another, whether they be professional basketball players, college 
football players out of Northwestern, factory workers ensuring safety standards are met at the workplace, public 
sector workers preventing privatization, or trades unionists stopping unfair trade agreements--this is when 
workers and our allies can and will win.   
Workers can and do win when they have a goal and a strategic plan.  By leveraging their collective power and 
finding allies to the cause, they can and do win.  By understanding the weaknesses and strengths of the 
employer or the CEO or the owners or robber barons of yore, workers can and do win.   When workers take 
incremental steps leading to effective direct actions, they are leveraging the real collective power of the worker 
and the power of the people.    
 
It was this leverage, this solidarity, this compelling issue with community support that propelled the other 
owners and the commissioner to act accordingly.  If the players Union had not made demands and ultimatums, 
and if the community had not been outraged, then there would have been little change, if any. 
 
For decades, it was well known and publicized that the owner of this NBA team had been discriminating against 
people of color and families with children when it came to housing and hiring.   He treated people he considered 
beneath him as sub-humans.  It's time all of us, including the players, to take that next transcendent step into a 
Solidarity that stands against all forms of oppression; that stands for virtues of social justice we have all 
appealed to. 
 
And yet, we know there is much more to be done in terms of change for those who are not NBA players. 
 Economic injustice for regular working families are under duress and hardship, often times due to racism and 
classism that results in homelessness, unemployment and dire poverty. There is a need for transcendent 
solidarity.  Workers, no matter who they are, or what they do, must all band together.   Players and workers 
must support each other whenever an injustice occurs.  And we know this same owner was creating havoc with 
people for some time.  We, especially the players, must uphold and act consistently with the very principles the 
players recently appealed to.  Action is needed and should have been taken not only when NBA players are 
personally under attack, but when any of us are.  We must transcend our Solidarity beyond our own perceived 
self-interest and realize that when we stand together for each other across lines that have been drawn, then real 
substantial change can occur.   
 
 



	  

The South Central Federation of Labor is the local umbrella organization of labor unions and has close to 100 affiliates 
representing over 30,000 workers in South Central Wisconsin.	  


