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Senator Hansen: Honoring Workers Memorial Day 
Weekly Democratic Radio Address: May 1, 2014 

 

MADISON–Today, Senator Dave Hansen (D–Green Bay) offered the following Democratic Weekly Radio 

Address discussing new legislation to create a private pension plan for all Wisconsinites without a retirement 

plan. The audio file can be found here. A written transcript of the address is as follows: 

 

“Monday April 28
th

 was Workers Memorial Day.  It was a day not only to honor and remember those workers 

who were injured or died on the job, but to renew our efforts to improve workplace safety and working 

conditions for all workers. 

 

According to the Centers for Disease Control in 2012, 4,383 U.S. workers were reported to have died from 

work-related injuries.  Unfortunately, because most deaths caused by work-related illness are not reported the 

number of work-related deaths is thought to be much higher.  For example, it is estimated that over 53,000 

workers died due to illness related to their job. 

 

Despite the progress we are making in improving workplace safety, there are employers who still cut corners 

that put their employees’ lives in danger.  There are still employers who threaten to punish or fire workers who 

speak out about dangerous conditions in their workplace. 

 

The freedom to organize in the workplace is not just about seeking better pay and benefits.  It is about creating 

safe and fair working conditions. 

 

Much needs to be done to not only make work safer, but to improve overall working conditions as well. 

 

That’s why Senate Democrats are fighting to restore the Equal Pay Enforcement Act so women have the same 

freedom to earn a living as men, to increase the minimum wage to $10.10 an hour so low-wage workers have 

the ability to provide for themselves and their families and to create good paying jobs so all Wisconsinites have 

the freedom and opportunity to pursue their own version of the American Dream.” 

 

The audio file can be found here. 
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