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The Wisconsin Medical Society (Society) and the American Medical Association (AMA) believe decisions about 
public health should be made based on science, evidence and data. We are jointly calling on all parties in the 
state, in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, to put their differences aside and come together and work to 
improve the health and well-being of the people of Wisconsin. Everyone wants what is best for the people of 
Wisconsin and we urge Wisconsin’s leaders to not let policy disputes detract from that common goal.

Scientists and public health experts continue to recommend community mitigation strategies, such as social 
distancing, as the most effective way to reduce the spread of COVID-19. Currently, there are no FDA approved 
drugs or treatments that have proven safe and effective for COVID-19. Additionally, no approved vaccines exist 
to prevent infection from SARS-CoV-2, though we are encouraged by the progress of the multiple clinical 
trials being conducted. Until we have a proven treatment or vaccine, however, the science, evidence and data 
tell us that community mitigation strategies - in tandem with robust testing and contact tracing - will remain 
our most effective methods for reducing the morbidity and mortality of COVID-19. This alone will also 
continue to prevent our health system from being overwhelmed. 

To minimize the risk of a surge in COVID-19 infections and to ensure our health system’s capacity to care 
for newly infected patients, the Society and the AMA ask state leaders to consider the following as they plan 
Wisconsin’s transition:

• Reduced risk of community transmission based on sustained evidence of a downward trend in new cases 
and fatalities.

• Fully resourced hospitals and adequate health care workforce capacity.
• A robust, coordinated and well-supplied testing network including both diagnostic and antibody testing.
• A well-resourced public health system for surveillance and contact tracing.
• Sufficient availability of personal protective equipment for health care workers, first responders and other 

public servants.

The people of Wisconsin should be confident that decisions are being made with their health and well-being 
as the top consideration. Together, the Society and the AMA will continue to advocate that decisions to 
reopen and relax community mitigation strategies, during this pandemic, should be based on science, sound 
data and evidence. These three tenants will ensure that we achieve the best outcomes for the state and the 
nation.  We call on Wisconsin’s leaders to do the same. Together we can continue to provide for the health 
and well-being of the people of Wisconsin, fight this pandemic, and safely transition people back to work, 
school and the activities they enjoyed before COVID-19. 
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