
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE         April 30, 2015 
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As the newly elected Chief Justice of the Wisconsin Supreme Court, I look forward to serving 

the people of Wisconsin.   

 

The Chief Justice plays a crucial role, not only on behalf of the Supreme Court, but also for the 

state court system as a whole.  I look forward to working with my fellow justices and with 

judges throughout the state to ensure Wisconsin has an effective, efficient and responsive 

court system.   

 

My initial focus will be two-fold:  First, to enable the Wisconsin Court System to better serve 

the public; and second, to begin repairing damage that has been done to the reputation of the 

Wisconsin Supreme Court. 

 

In regard to better serving the public, innovation can be important.  For example, I proposed, 

and the court enacted, the Supreme Court Finance Committee, to permit all justices to have 

broad access to financial information that affects the court system.  I also proposed, and the 

court enacted, a more stream-lined method of opinion preparation, which began this term.  It 

has significantly reduced the time between oral argument and release of the court's opinions to 

the public.   

 

However, my ideas do not constitute the universe of innovative ideas.  Therefore, because I 

work with six very talented justices, I anticipate engaging each justice in a manner that will 

permit a more inclusive administration, wherein justices will be asked to assume leadership of 

areas of the Supreme Court's administration of the judicial branch of government.  I also 

anticipate employing the wide-ranging talents of Wisconsin's Circuit Court and Court of Appeals 

judges in the administration of the Wisconsin Court System as participatory advisors.   

 

In addition, the Wisconsin Court System is blessed with thoughtful and hardworking employees 

from whom I will seek ideas and support for our team effort in moving Wisconsin courts 

forward.   

 

And finally, although I am entitled to additional salary of $8,000 per year for my services as 

chief justice, I have instructed court payroll that I am donating all of that additional 

compensation to the Access to Justice Commission, which arranges civil legal services for those 

persons who are unable to afford them.  

 


