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Proposal to Help Child Care Providers Must Advance  
$51 mil in new federal funds available for childcare if Republicans don’t block 

 
MADISON – On Tuesday, the Department of Children and Families (DCF) submitted a 
formal request to the Joint Committee on Finance (JFC) to use $51 million to support 
Wisconsin’s early care and education community. The funding comes as part of the federal 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act). Representative Taylor (D-
76) released the following statement in support of proposal and the needed funding for 
child care providers:  
 
“Early child care providers are some of the unsung heroes of this public health crisis, 
supporting the families of healthcare workers, first responders, and all other essential 
workers who continue to show up every day to take care of the people in our 
communities,” Rep. Taylor stated. “As we plan for the time when more people can safely 
return to work, families’ access to affordable, quality child care will be more important 
than ever. This proposal is an important step towards getting child care providers critical 
support they need to continue playing their important role. I know my Democratic 
colleagues on the Finance Committee want to see this money quickly allocated for essential 
child care functions.  I hope the Republican members are similarly committed.” 
 
DCF received authority to propose a grant program totaling $51 million for child care 
providers under Wisconsin’s COVID-19 response legislation (2019 Wisconsin Act 185). As 
a first step in that process, the proposed grant program must be submitted to JFC for a 
passive 14-day review. If members do not object, the DCF can begin taking applications and 
distributing funds when the proposal is approved.  
 
The proposed programs include a grant to support those providing care for essential 
workforce families, a grant to provide hazard pay for early care educators working during 
the public health emergency, and a grant to support programs which closed operations 
during the public health emergency.  
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