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Wisconsin Approved for Pandemic-EBT 
Families with school-aged children receive additional aid to purchase food 

 
MILWAUKEE – (April 30, 2020) – The Wisconsin Department of Health Services announced that 

Wisconsin is approved for Pandemic-EBT, a program that will provide additional aid for food to low-

income familie s with school-aged children statewide during the pandemic. This aid was originally 

introduced as part of the Families First Coronavirus Response Act, which passed in mid-March, and is 

meant to support households whose children receive free and reduced-price school meals at school. 

 

Within Milwaukee Public Schools, 82% of students qualify for free or reduced-price meals, and more than 

36,500 participate in the breakfast program every day. With the closing of public schools statewide, many 

of the students who rely on school meals for the nutrition are in incredibly vulnerable and may not have 

enough to eat. Pandemic-EBT provides added food-buying power to those households to continue 

supporting hungry families.  

 

Those families eligible to receive Pandemic-EBT have children who receive free or reduced-price meals 

at schools that have been closed during the pandemic. Eligible families currently receiving FoodShare 

will receive Pandemic EBT benefits directly on their Quest card, they don’t need to apply. Eligible families 

who do not receive FoodShare will receive a pre-loaded EBT card for the value of school breakfast and 

lunch for every eligible child for the duration that their school will be closed. Pandemic-EBT cards can be 

used everywhere that FoodShare is accepted in Wisconsin. 

 

“Pandemic-EBT is a crucial program to help support hungry children who rely on the meals they receive 

at school to stay fed during the day,” said Sherrie Tussler, executive director of Hunger Task Force. 

“This program will bring much needed support to help parents get to the grocery store and purchase 

food to feed their families.” 

 

Wisconsin is approved for using the maximum allowable benefit for free breakfast ($2.20) and free lunch 

($3.50), so the maximum daily benefit per child is therefore $5.70. The state began issuing benefits for 

both March and April together beginning Monday, April 27 for families receiving FoodShare. Benefit 

amounts will include March 19 through March 31 (9 days) and all of April (22 days). At $5.70 per day, the 

total benefit issued for these two months will be $176.70 per child who receives free or reduced-price 

meals. For May and June combined, the benefit amount is $148.20 per child. Families who do not 

receive FoodShare will be sent EBT cards starting May 10.  

 

Quest card holders can check their balance online: https://www.ebtedge.com/gov/portal/PortalHome.do.  

  
Hunger Task Force is Milwaukee’s Free & Local food bank and Wisconsin’s anti-hunger leader. The organization 

provides healthy and nutritious food to hungry children, families and seniors in the community absolutely free of charge. 

Hunger Task Force was founded in 1974 by a local advocacy group who then formed Milwaukee’s first food bank. Today, 

Hunger Task Force is 100% supported by the community and provides a safety net of emergency food with dignity to a 

network of 75 food pantries, soup kitchens and homeless shelters. Through legislative analysis, education and community 

organizing, Hunger Task Force continues to advocate for anti-hunger policy at the local, state and federal level. For more 

information, visit HungerTaskForce.org. 
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