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17 straight quarters of disappointment and counting 
Major policy shift needed to reverse Wisconsin’s losing streak 

 

MADISON, WI – For the 17th consecutive quarter, Wisconsin trailed the national average in 

yearly job creation according to the “gold standard” job numbers often cited by Gov. Walker’s 

administration. The prolonged streak of substandard results follow years of damaging 

Republican legislation, historic budget cuts and economic turmoil at the WEDC.  

 

“The lack of focus on middle class issues is taking its toll on our state,” said Senate Democratic 

Leader Jennifer Shilling (D-La Crosse). “Rather than continuing to shower wealthy special 

interests with lavish tax breaks, we need to target relief to hardworking families that are 

struggling to get ahead. Democrats want to tackle the student loan debt crisis, expand childcare 

tax credits and create new retirement saving options for Wisconsin workers. These forward-

looking policies will boost our middle class and accelerate local job growth in a big way.”  

 

The quarterly job numbers highlight the ongoing struggle in Wisconsin to keep pace with the 

growing national economy and success of neighboring Midwest states. Concerns regarding 

education cuts, limits to health care access and a lack of infrastructure funding have forced many 

businesses to close facilities and move jobs outside of Wisconsin. As a result, mass layoffs in 

Wisconsin hit a five-year high in 2015. 

 

“Gov. Walker’s ‘divide and conquer’ tactics are tearing our state apart and preventing economic 

growth,” added Shilling. “Wisconsin families are working harder than ever but can’t seem to get 

ahead because Republican policies are taking our state in the wrong direction. After 17 

consecutive quarters of disappointing results, we need a major policy shift that prioritizes 

working families rather than out-of-state special interests. I’m not willing to accept this 

continued failure as the new norm in Wisconsin because I know we can do better. It’s time we 

start investing in communities, expanding economic opportunities and growing our middle class 

again.” 
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