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(MILWAUKEE)...When voters are given the facts surrounding a new downtown Milwaukee

sports and entertainment arena and public financing plans surrounding the development, they

express broad support for both the arena and current funding options under discussion, according

to a new poll released today by the Metropolitan Milwaukee Association of Commerce

(MMAC).

"When voters are given the facts surrounding the arena issue and descriptions of options and

consequences facing the state, they get it," said Tim Sheehy, President of MMAC. "The stakes

for our region and our state are high and people across the state understand that there are serious

consequences to inaction and significant opportunities associated with a new arena development'

They know the decision we make on this project will impact thousands of new jobs, hundreds of
millions in increased revenue to the state, and half a billion dollars in new downtown

development for Milwaukee."

According to the statewide suruey of voter attitudes conducted by The Tarrance Group out of
Alexandria, Virginia. When voters are given a complete description of the Milwaukee aleîa
proposal, significant majorities agree the Bucks should stay in Wisconsin, support the proposal

to build a new arena, and agree that the state borrowing money is a good investment.

o Sixty-four percent (64%) say it is better for Wisconsin if the Bucks stay in Milwaukee.
o Sixty-seven percent (67%) support building a new arena, given a full proposal.

. Sixty-four percent (64%) agree that Wisconsin borrowing money to help fund the area is

a good investment for the state.

These results come on the heels of a recent Marquette University poll that suggested broad

opposition to state borrowing for an arena. The seeming disparity between the two polls should

not come as a surprise said B.J. Martino of The Tanance Group.

"The Marquette Poll, returned different number likely due to two issues," said Martino. "First,

the 'context effect' of the Marquette poll having asked about other budget proposals immediately

prior to this question, setting up a contest with other budget items in respondents minds. Second,

the question in the Marquette Poll about the proposal only focused on one specific aspect,

borrowing money, and not providing voters a complete picture of the proposal."
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Sheehy said that while the new poll results \ryere encouraging they also pointed out the challenge

before arena supporters.

"It is clear that when voters hear the full story they agree that there is a compelling case to be

made for supporting a public private partnership on a new ateÍra," said Sheehy. "Our challenge

is to get that story out there as clearly as possible about the potential costs or benefits the choice

we make will have for the future of our region and our entire state."

The Tarrance Group survey was conducted on Aprí|22-23,2015. Respondents interviewed in
this study were part of a fully representative sample of N:600 registered "likely" voters. The
margin of error for the sample is +l- 5.\Yo in 19 of 20 cases. Full poll results can be found here.
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