
	  

 

                             
 

 

 

**FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE** 
 

GREAT TASTE OF THE MIDWEST ANNOUNCES CANCELLATION OF 2020 FESTIVAL 
In response to the COVID-19 outbreak, organizers of the second longest running beer festival in the 
United States suspend planning for the 34th edition of iconic craft beer event. 

MADISON, WI – APRIL 27, 2020 – In a message sent to volunteers, craft brewers, and organizers on Thursday 
morning, the Madison Homebrewers and Tasters Guild announced the cancellation of the 2020 Great Taste of the 
Midwest due to the COVID-19 outbreak. The iconic craft beer event, scheduled for August 8th is the second longest 
running beer festival in the United States and annually attracts 10,000 craft beer fans to Olin Park in Madison. 

“It is difficult to envision that we could safely gather in a group of 10,000 people in August and the current health 
crisis compels us to make the tough decision to suspend planning efforts.” said Great Taste of the Midwest 
Chairman Jason Walters. 

Last month the group had announced to craft beer fans that a mail-in lottery would replace the popular in-person 
ticket sales in response to social distancing measures implemented to combat the spread of COVID-19. The 
prolonged public health emergency left organizers with limited options for adequately planning the event during 
uncertain circumstances. 

“We’re all really disappointed to cancel such a long-running Madison event this year but we know it’s the right thing 
to do.” said Walters. “Thank you to the patrons, brewers, volunteers, and staff that were planning to attend the 
festival. We’ll look forward to celebrating together next year.” 

The Great Taste of the Midwest annually attracts nearly 200 craft breweries from across the Midwest for a tasting 
event that features nearly 1,400 beers. The event has expanded to include craft beer retailers in Madison who host 
craft beer events during the second week of August prior to the event itself. 

 

For more information, contact: 

Jason Walters 
Chairman 
Great Taste of the Midwest 
chariman@greattaste.org 
608-513-6456 
 
The Madison Homebrewers and Tasters Guild is a nonprofit organization founded in 1983 to aid and educate 
members in the appreciation and legal production of fermented malt beverages including those brewed at home 
and those brewed commercially. The organization is the proud sponsor of The Great Taste of the Midwest. 


