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Final 2015-16 HOPE Agenda Bill Signed into Law 
New law allocates additional funding to Treatment and Diversion programs 

 
Madison – Tuesday, Governor Walker signed this session’s final Heroin, Opioid Prevention and 

Education (HOPE) Agenda bill into law at the Old Courthouse Square Museum in West Bend. 

Representative John Nygren (R- Marinette) released the following statement regarding the bill 

signing:  

 

“I am proud that we are continuing to work towards addressing our state’s prescription opioid 

epidemic. The bill signed into law today allocates an additional $2 million to Wisconsin’s 

Treatment and Diversion (TAD) programs. These programs help expand treatment opportunities 

to people who need them, including those who live in rural and underserved areas of our state.  

 

“Often times, people who struggle with addiction are thrown in jail or sentenced to prison 

without access to the appropriate treatment opportunities. While people addicted to opioids may 

detox while inside the prison system, they frequently haven’t gotten the mental health treatment 

needed to fight their addiction. TAD programs help to bridge that gap by offering helpful 

treatment opportunities in lieu of incarceration. These programs not only keep more nonviolent, 

drug-related offenders out of prison, but they’re proven to work to increase instances of recovery 

and reduce recidivism.” 

 

Following today’s bill signing, the HOPE Agenda consists of 17 laws total. Seven of these laws 

are from the 2013-14 legislative session and ten are from this session. All 17 laws have been 

approved unanimously by both Houses of the Legislature and signed into law by Governor 

Walker. 

 

“Because of the great strides we’ve made with the HOPE Agenda, Wisconsin is well ahead of 

the curve in addressing our country’s prescription opioid and heroin problem. While there is still 

more work to be done, our leadership will surely help guide other states as they battle this same 

epidemic. 

 

“Thank you to everyone who has helped formulate these important pieces of legislation. I 

appreciate the time taken by Governor Walker to sign this legislative package into law. Moving 

forward, I eagerly anticipate continuing conversations with the medical community, law 

enforcement, my fellow legislators, the governor, the attorney general, and advocates statewide 

to further these significant efforts.” 
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