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Voters Overwhelmingly Oppose Wheel Tax when Asked
Applauds Common-Sense Legislation to Require Voter Approval

MADISON... Today, Wisconsin State Treasurer Matt Adamczyk released the following
statement in reaction to Representative Michael Schraa’s legislation to require wheel
taxes be approved by voter referendum:

‘I applaud Rep. Michael Schraa’s legislative fix to require wheel taxes to be approved
by referendum. | fully support the legislation he released today.

For many years in Wisconsin, the only way a local government entity could raise money
was via referendum. Unfortunately, many local elected officials are using the state law
regarding wheel taxes to avoid the support of the people.

For example, the Milwaukee County Board passed a wheel tax of $30. That means that
a City of Milwaukee car owner will pay:

$75 in annual registration to the State of Wisconsin
$20 in wheel tax to the City of Milwaukee
$30 in wheel tax to Milwaukee County
Total: $125
Milwaukee car owners will pay 66% more than almost all other car owners

Unfortunately, City of Milwaukee and Milwaukee County officials did not need their
voters’ approval for their wheel taxes.

Yet, an advisory referendum for Milwaukee County to raise the wheel tax to $60 went
down in flames as over 72% of the voters gave a resounding NO to that advisory
guestion on the April ballot (See attached vote breakdown).

Even more ridiculous in Milwaukee County is that the $30 wheel tax being paid by car
owners is mostly going to buses.

| am sure many hard-working citizens in Milwaukee are not happy that the money they

are forced to pay in a wheel tax isn’t even going to fix the roads they drive on. 1| just
wonder how many know this is what is actually happening with their money.”

###



MiTwaukee County Wheel Tax Vote
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ward 10 121
ward 11 154 200
ward 12 173 303
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ward 15 172 190
ward 16 142 207
ward 17 110 191
ward 18 90 179
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ward 23 62 182
ward 24 72 161
s ward 1 32 165
s ward 2 67 208
s ward 3 23 141
s ward 4 62 295
s ward 5 63 232
s ward 6 43 232
s ward 7 78 279
s ward 8 67 225
s ward 9 62 308
s ward 10 45 285
s ward 11 81 350
s ward 12 56 343
s ward 13 93 525
s ward 14 41 213
s ward 15 45 247
s ward 16 39 248
s ward 17 62 344
s ward 18 73 466
s ward 19 107 405
s ward 20 55 272
s ward 21 59 287
s ward 22 52 241
s ward 23 79 395
s ward 24 43 149
s ward 25 80 374
wards 1,2,5 23 120
wards 3,4,6 44 155
wards 1,2 170 164
wards 3,4 188 187
wards 5,6 201 176
ward 7 101 127
wards 8,10 245 254
wards 9,11 183 174
ward 12 152 115
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