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Blugold Center for High-Performance Computing 

 

UW-Eau Claire’s supercomputing history dates to 2008, when the chemistry department 

purchased a small cluster of servers for $25,000. Today, with more than $700,000 in funding 

from Hewlett Packard Enterprise and the National Science Foundation, the Blugold Center for 

High-Performance Computing is providing even more high-impact learning opportunities to 

undergraduates in a growing number of university departments. 

Following are a few facts about the Blugold Center for High-Performance Computing:  

 

Historical timeline 

2008: Chemistry department purchases first supercomputing cluster 

2011: Additional faster servers added from chemistry faculty start-up funding 

2013: Differential tuition grant received by Blugold Supercomputing Cluster Consortium 

2014: Original cluster decommissioned; Blugold Supercomputing Cluster begins operation 

2018: High-memory server added from external grant 

2019: National Science Foundation approves grant; College of Arts & Sciences and Office of Research and 

Sponsored Programs provide funding 

2020: HPE donates hardware 

2021: Blugold Center for High-Performance Computer operational with addition of Bose Cluster 
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Funds for Bose Cluster 

$363,426: Hewlett Packard Enterprise contribution 

$350,000: National Science Foundation grant 

$20,000: UW-Eau Claire College of Arts and Sciences and the Office of Research and Sponsored Programs 

contribution 

$733,426: Total value 

 

More speed and power 

The Bose Cluster can do some computations up to 100 times faster than the Blugold Supercomputing Cluster. 

• The existing Blugold Supercomputing Cluster has 25 servers with 364 cores. It communicates between 
servers at a speed of 40 gigabytes a second. 
 

• The new Bose Cluster has 61 servers with 3,904 cores. It communicates between servers at 200 
gigabytes a second. The cluster has a high-memory server with two terabytes of RAM storage. It also 
has four graphics processing units (GPU) servers. 

 

Increasing supercomputing demand  

• Multiple academic departments at UW-Eau Claire now depend on the computer cluster for teaching 
and research.  
 

• Using the Blugold Supercomputing Cluster are the departments of biology; chemistry and 
biochemistry; computer science; geology; mathematics; materials science and biomedical engineering; 
and physics and astronomy. 

 

• The original computing cluster on campus cannot handle the growing demand for processing power. 
The additional computing power of the Bose Cluster will allow many more academic departments to 
have access to high-performance computing. 
 
 

--END-- 

 


