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FOR RELEASE:  

Teens with chronic pain benefit from new  
Rogers Behavioral Health and Children’s Wisconsin collaboration  

 

(BROWN DEER, WIS) — Rogers Behavioral Health and Children’s Wisconsin will collaborate on a new service 

model to better serve teens suffering from chronic pain and mental or behavioral health challenges. The 

Integrated Healing Program is the first collaboration of its kind in Wisconsin. Services will begin in late spring 

2021 at Rogers Behavioral Health’s Brown Deer campus.   

Teens who are managing the impact of chronic health conditions such as debilitating headaches, 

musculoskeletal pain, complex regional pain syndrome, and abdominal pain will be supported by child and 

adolescent psychiatrists and behavioral health staff from Rogers, as well as health psychologists, physical 

therapists and pain medicine experts from Children’s Wisconsin. The goal of the Integrated Healing Program is 

to maximize the benefit of the treatment each health system offers to patients by establishing an information-

sharing process. 

The intensive outpatient rehabilitation services will provide medical evaluation and management, experiential 

therapy, and one-on-one and group physical therapy sessions. Additional assistance will be provided through 

family therapy meetings and parent education groups. The service components of the Integrated Healing 

Program are provided separately and independently by the health systems.    

“Children’s Wisconsin and Rogers Behavioral Health have identified great opportunities to use the expertise 

and strengths of both systems to benefit those with medical and mental and behavioral health needs. This 

collaboration is about improving access to specialized behavioral health care resources for families,” said Pat 

Hammer, president and CEO, Rogers.  

Collaborative services through Rogers and Children’s Wisconsin are available for current or prospective 

medically stable patients, ages 13 through 18. The first step in determining whether a teen is a good fit for the 

Integrated Healing Program is to have them medically evaluated. Prospective patients will be evaluated by 

providers at Rogers and the Pain and Headache Center at Children’s Wisconsin. 

“When a child is suffering from chronic pain, a comprehensive approach that supports the whole child and 

family is needed. The end goal is for these children to have the strategies and skills that allow them to manage 

their conditions so they can live healthy and thriving lives,” said Peggy Troy, president and CEO, Children’s 

Wisconsin.  
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Services will have a limited enrollment to start. The first year will be used to track outcomes and to measure 

success rates for kids in the program. Rogers and Children’s Wisconsin plan to expand services in future 

years.  

“I have seen pain negatively impact too many children, but I have also seen incredible success when they get 

the right support. Working in this field for more than 30 years, I am confident this collaboration will improve 

care for the kids we serve,” said Steven J. Weisman, MD, Children’s Wisconsin Jane B. Pettit Chair in Pediatric 

Pain Management, and professor of anesthesiology and pediatrics, Medical College of Wisconsin.  

“We are honored to work alongside Children’s Wisconsin and the Medical College of Wisconsin to deliver this 

unique, comprehensive care for children suffering from the complications of both pain and mental health 

disorders,” said Christopher Takala, DO, medical director, child and adolescent services for Rogers’ Brown 

Deer location. 

This is just one example of how Rogers and Children’s Wisconsin are collaborating to improve access and 

treatment services in mental health care for Wisconsin kids. The two organizations are also working to identify 

other opportunities to better coordinate services so kids and families have easier access to the full continuum 

of care both organizations provide.  

 
# # # 

About Rogers Behavioral Health 

Rogers Behavioral Health is a nationally recognized, not-for-profit provider of mental health and addiction 

services. Rogers offers evidence-based treatment for adults, children and teens with depression and mood 

disorders, eating disorders, addiction, OCD and anxiety disorders, trauma, and PTSD. In addition to a growing 

network of regional locations in California, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Minnesota, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, and 

Washington, Rogers operates three inpatient behavioral health hospitals, 14 residential programs, and seven 

outpatient centers in Wisconsin. The system also includes Rogers Behavioral Health Foundation and Rogers 

InHealth. Learn more at rogersbh.org. 

About Children’s Wisconsin 

Children’s Wisconsin is the region’s only independent health care system dedicated solely to the health and 

well-being of children. The hospital, with locations in Milwaukee and Neenah, Wisconsin, is recognized as one 

of the leading pediatric health care centers in the United States. It is ranked in six specialty areas in U.S. News 

& World Report’s 2020-21 Best Children’s Hospitals report. In 2019, Children’s Wisconsin identified $150 

million in initiatives to implement by 2025 to address the mental and behavioral health crisis kids in Wisconsin 

are facing. The goals of the initiatives are to detect mental and behavioral health needs sooner, improve 

access to services, and reduce the stigma around mental and behavioral health needs. Children’s Wisconsin 

provides primary care, specialty care, urgent care, emergency care, community health services, foster and 

adoption services, child and family counseling, child advocacy services and family resource centers. In 2019, 

Children’s Wisconsin invested more than $130 million in the community to improve the health status of children 

through medical care, advocacy, education and pediatric medical research. Children’s Wisconsin achieves its 

mission in part through donations from individuals, corporations and foundations and is proud to be a member 

of Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals.  
  


