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STATEWIDE FAIR HOUSING AWARDS PRESENTED 
 

Fair Housing Awards were presented on Friday, April 24, 2013 at the Sheraton Madison 
during the statewide Fair Housing Conference of the Wisconsin Fair Housing Network, 
celebrating 50 years of fair housing in Wisconsin. Five fair housing awards were 
presented.  
 
A Fair Housing Local Government Award was presented to the Milwaukee County 
Housing Division. The recipient was recognized for recently undertaking two separate 
initiatives that address specific needs to achieve increased racial and economic 
integration within the county and enhance further efforts by suburban county 
communities participating in the Community Development Block Grant program. A 
security deposit grants initiative for its Section 8 Housing Voucher Program, begun in 
2013-14, has greatly increased housing searches in suburban Milwaukee county and has 
led to increased housing location moves into these areas. The second initiative recognized 
is the Housing Division’s effort to develop a unique Cooperation Agreement for 2015 
through 2017 for 16 suburban communities, specifying that these communities must 
undertake at least three fair housing activities identified in the agreement during its 
duration and reporting those activities to the County.  All 16 communities have signed 
the agreement. This initiative has reached the attention of civil rights leadership 
elsewhere, interested in spreading it to other jurisdictions.  
 
A Humanitarian Award was presented to Vel Phillips, of Milwaukee. Ms. Phillips was 
honored for the many firsts in her illustrious career in Wisconsin as a pioneer for fair 
housing and in public service, including her efforts in achieving passage of Milwaukee’s 
first fair housing ordinance in 1968 despite long-standing opposition. Vel Phillips was the 
first woman and African American to graduate from the University of Wisconsin Law 
School. She and her husband were the first couple admitted to the Wisconsin Bar. She 
was the first African American and female member of the Milwaukee Common Council.  
When she was next appointed as a judge to the Milwaukee County Circuit Court, she was 
the first female judge in Milwaukee County and the first African American judge in 
Wisconsin. In 1978, she became the first woman & first African American to be elected 
to any statewide office when she became Wisconsin’s Secretary of State. 
 
Special Recognition Fair Housing Awards were presented to three current or former 
members of the Wisconsin Fair Housing Network for both their past lengthy commitment 
to the Network and their other activities in furthering fair housing in Wisconsin. These 
three recipients are Morris Reece of Racine, Betty Kalscheur of Madison and Rita 
McCain-Walker of Milwaukee.    
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