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ICYMI: Aquila Editorial Highlights How Mining 

Will Offer a Bright Future to Marathon County 

[Madison, Wis.] – In the wake of the Marathon County Board of Supervisors’ unanimous decision earlier this month to pass 

an ordinance that ensures mining would be conducted in a safe, sound, and responsible manner, the Natural Resource 

Development Association is highlighting an editorial first published in the Wausau Pilot and Review from Aquila Resources 

illustrating how the region can have environmental regulation and economic prosperity. Marathon County is facing an 

opportunity to embrace clean mining that would mean good-paying jobs and economic growth for local communities. 

“I have enjoyed meeting with local leaders and residents in recent weeks,” writes Chantae Lessard of Aquila Resources, 

“and I was happy to see at an April 10 meeting of the Marathon County Board of Supervisors that the county is willing to try 

and find a balance between regulation and economic opportunity for its residents by unanimously approving an ordinance 

that ensures mining is conducted in a clean, safe, and responsible manner. 

“While there is no guarantee a mine will be developed, we think it is important to form relationships in good faith and build 

trust with local residents in the event we discover a minable resource. We want to understand local residents’ concerns and 

work with them to make sure that if mining occurs in Marathon County that residents are comfortable with the direction of 

mining. 

“Economic studies continue to show that mining can generate hundreds of permanent and indirect jobs in an area like 

Marathon County. Additionally, the tax revenue generated from an operating mine in the region could exceed millions 

annually for local, state, and federal governments – which means more funding for roads, schools, and other services 

essential to a community.” 

Following this op-ed running in the Wausau Pilot & Review and other outreach in the region by supporters of mining, 

Marathon County officials amended their original mining ordinance to allow for sustainable mining to occur. The editorial can 

read below or HERE. 
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Mining Will Offer a Bright Future to Marathon County 

mailto:info@developourresources.org
http://platformcommunications.cmail20.com/t/j-l-bhhjiik-ejkhriyui-y/
http://platformcommunications.cmail20.com/t/j-l-bhhjiik-ejkhriyui-j/
http://platformcommunications.cmail20.com/t/j-l-bhhjiik-ejkhriyui-r/


By CHANTAE LESSARD 

Aquila Resources 

Although known today for its rich forests and farmlands, northern Wisconsin’s roots are buried in mining. Here in Marathon 

County, there is an opportunity to help rediscover that history – along with a new generation of employment and sustained 

economic growth. 

What this bright future requires is that we have open conversations and work together to find common ground. 

Wisconsin recently instituted reforms that allow for mining and the economic benefits that come with it, while preserving the 

state’s environment and natural resources. As a fourth-generation miner, I’ve seen firsthand what mining can mean for a 

local economy – my father, both grandfathers, and great-grandfather were all miners. I have worked in the mining industry 

for more than 20 years. Having spent most of my life in and around mining has helped make me who I am today, which is 

why I’m reaching out to residents of Marathon County to introduce myself and learn more about the communities in the 

region that you call home. 

It is important to have good relationships with people and businesses in the areas where mining holds great potential. I have 

enjoyed meeting with local leaders and residents in recent weeks, and I was happy to see earlier this month at a meeting of 

the Marathon County Board of Supervisors that the county is willing to try and find a balance between regulation and 

economic opportunity for its residents by unanimously approving an ordinance that ensures mining is conducted in a clean, 

safe, and responsible manner. 

While there is no guarantee a mine will be developed, we think it is important to form relationships in good faith and build 

trust with local residents in the event we discover a minable resource. We want to understand local residents’ concerns and 

work with them to make sure that if mining occurs in Marathon County that residents are comfortable with the direction of 

mining. 

Economic studies continue to show that mining can generate hundreds of permanent and indirect jobs in an area like 

Marathon County. Additionally, the tax revenue generated from an operating mine in the region could exceed millions 

annually for local, state, and federal governments – which means more funding for roads, schools, and other services 

essential to a community. 

Of course, in order to be good guests, it’s important for us to give in other ways as well. For example, in Menominee County, 

Aquila has provided upkeep of a boat landing in a river to provide enjoyment and ease of access to area fishermen; adopted 

highways to help with periodic clean- up of the ditches and right-of- ways; created a scholarship program for high school 

seniors; provided project tours, informational public meetings, and conducted school and club presentations to provide 

education about geology, exploration, and mining; become members of area Chambers of Commerce and other civic 

groups; and donated financially to numerous local causes, charities, and organizations. Ultimately, our goal is to find 

partners in the community that help us identify ways in which we can create sustainable investments that carry on long after 

mining has ceased. 

Naturally, some groups will be concerned about mining no matter the situation. But this does not have to be an either-or 

proposition. With modern mining practices, we have the technology available and experience necessary to ensure that 

mining is safe and protective of the environment – meaning we can have both a strong economy and clean environment. 



From start to finish, we will implement disciplined, safe, and sensible requirements in consultation with local communities. 

We will follow the rules and regulations set by the state of Wisconsin that will result in clean water, clean air, and a vibrant 

community. Mining can be a win for Marathon County residents who will directly benefit from the economic development. 

We look forward to working with Marathon County and all of its communities that have a stake in our project to ensure 

economic prosperity in the region and preservation of the natural environment that we all enjoy. 

Chantae Lessard is the Director, Social Performance and Engagement for Aquila Resources. 

  

About Natural Resource Development Association 

The Natural Resource Development Association supports policies that lead to proper, necessary, 

and conscientious resource development and conservation. By engaging community leaders, 

laborers, manufacturers, and job creators in the legislative and decision-making process, the 

association will help create open atmosphere for resources development that is both environmentally 

sound and economically beneficial for Wisconsin. For more information, please 

visit DevelopOurResources.org. 
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