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A PROMISE of opportunity for students with disabilities: enrollment now 
open 

The Wisconsin Board for People with Development (BPDD) is pleased to collaborate with the 
Department of Workforce Development, Department of Health Services, Department of Public 
Instruction, and Department of Children and Families on the PROMISE grant project. 

“Wisconsin PROMISE can positively impact the future of thousands of Wisconsin students with 
disabilities and their families,” said Beth Swedeen, BPDD Executive Director. “Governor 
Walker’s Better Bottom Line initiative underscores the value people with disabilities bring to 
Wisconsin businesses and the state workforce. The PROMISE grant seeks to give students with 
disabilities an early start so they leave high school workforce ready.” 

Wisconsin Promise will enroll 2,000 youth (between the ages of 14-16) receiving SSI and their 
families. Wisconsin PROMISE will help youth and their families meet their school and work 
goals in order to better their income and financial stability, reducing poverty.  

Eligible youth and families will receive letters notifying of grant eligibility and enrollment 
information. Wisconsin Promise Intake Coordinators (PICs) located around the state will be 
available to assist youth and families with the enrollment process. 

“Our overall goal for the PROMISE grant is the same goal we would have for any young adult in 
Wisconsin: a lifetime of employment in a career that matches each individual’s skills and 
interests,” said Beth Swedeen, BPDD Executive Director. 

The Board will be working to make stronger connections and relationships between employers, 
schools, and families.  

“One of the challenges that youth with disabilities face is low expectations, and that often times 
includes family expectations that have been shaped by years of other people telling them that 
their kids have limited potential,” said Beth Swedeen. 

Through the PROMISE grant, BPDD seeks to raise expectations for students with disabilities 
among families and community members. 

BPDD’s first action-step is to help families to raise expectations about their child’s employment 
potential.  

The second aspect of BPDD’s involvement in PROMISE will be to bring communities together to 
understand the economic potential and benefits to the community of lifelong employment for 
youth with disabilities. 



A lifetime of employment at minimum wage or higher for just 100 PROMISE participants results 
in a compete return of investment of all grant funds awarded. More importantly, it means the 
youth of today will have had valued, sustainable careers. 

Wisconsin is one of six sites participating in the PROMISE demonstration project.   

More information about PROMISE, including how to enroll, is available online at 
http://promisewi.com/  
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