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Rep. Strachota Bills Signed Into Law 
 

 
(Madison, WI) – During a ceremony today in Madison, Governor Scott Walker signed Senate Bills 

540 and 504 and Assembly Bill 612 into law.  All of the bills were authored or co-authored by Rep. 

Strachota.  

 

Senate Bill 540 provides school districts across the state with a mechanism to save for future capital 

improvements.  This bill allows districts that are fiscally responsible and have unforeseen excess 

funds at the end of the school year to put that money into a trust fund for a specifically outlined 

capital project instead of going to a referendum for more tax dollars.  If a referendum is still needed, 

saving these extra funds can also help reduce the amount requested.  The bill also places restrictions 

on any money placed into the trust fund to prevent a school district from transferring funds to other 

projects not specified in the long-term capital plan.  

 

“A lot of hard work went into crafting this piece of bipartisan legislation,” said Rep. Strachota. 

“Having the Governor sign it today gives school districts another tool to save funds for a future 

capital project, reducing the need to ask taxpayers for more money.” 

 

Senate Bill 504 establishes a procedure that allows counsel to withdraw from a termination of 

parental rights case when the parent stops participating in the proceedings.  If the individual 

repeatedly fails to appear, the court can then accept the waiver of counsel.   

 

“SB 504 will help make court proceedings more efficient, correct a legal absurdity, and continue 

protecting an individual’s constitutional right to counsel in termination of parental rights 

proceedings.” 

 

Assembly Bill 612 provides crime victims with the ability to make sure their side of a court case is 

accurately and adequately depicted in the Pre-Sentence Investigation Report (PSI) and view what the 

report recommends for a sentence. 

 

“It is important for a victim to have peace of mind to see how the information they provided during 

the PSI interview is presented in the report.  It also gives them the opportunity to address any 

questions or concerns they have during their time speaking before the court.” 


