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DISABILITY ORGANIZATIONS SUPPORT NEW ABLE ACT LEGISLATION TO HELP PEOPLE PLAN FOR THE FUTURE  

(MADISON) -- The Wisconsin Board for People with Developmental Disabilities and Disability Rights Wisconsin are 

excited to work with Rep. John Macco and Sen. Howard Marklein to move forward important legislation that would 

increase the economic self-sufficiency and quality of life for people with disabilities and their families.  

“The Wisconsin ABLE Act will finally allow people with disabilities and their families to earn and save for the 

extraordinary expenses they often face.  Ultimately, they will be able to work and save more without being 

penalized,” said Beth Swedeen, BPDD executive director. 

The bill allows people with disabilities and their families to earn and save up to $14,000 per year to purchase a 

defined list of items typically challenging to access under current income limits, including dental care, assistive 

technology, transportation, housing, employment training, education, and more. 

“Nearly half of all adults with disabilities in Wisconsin live in poverty,” said Lisa Pugh, Disability Rights Wisconsin 

public policy director. “More than a third of families say they have had to cut back hours or quit work because of care 

issues with their child. This bill would allow families to save money after paying for extraordinary medical and 

therapy costs.”  

Under federal law, people with disabilities cannot have more than $2,000 in assets at any time—an amount that 

hasn’t changed in 30 years. 

Tax-exempt savings accounts provide opportunity to maintain economic stability and preserve critical health care 

coverage,” Pugh said.  

Swedeen and Pugh said their organizations look forward to working alongside Wisconsin legislators, financial 

institutions, and individuals and families living with disability to implement this legislation in ways that maximize 

opportunities for the disability community to be self-sufficient and contributing members of their community.  

 

       ### 

 


