
 

 

April 24, 2020 

COVID-19: More Questions than Answers 

  

In a matter of two months our world has changed around us. We are now being forced to stay inside, 

work from home, and close our businesses due to COVID-19. 

I am in favor, and supportive of protecting our health and well-being but we must also recognize that 

people are hurting due to the shutdown of many businesses across the state. I have heard from 

hundreds from every walk of life who are telling me they won’t be able to make it if their business is 

forced to be closed for another month. I want you all to know that I hear you, I am working for you, and 

I am fighting for you. 

My prayers go out to you all. I understand that this is new for everyone and we don’t yet know 

everything about this virus. However, if we can safely go to the grocery store, or pickup takeout food, I 

don’t see why we can’t frequent a small business under safe and sanitary conditions. We must give 

people choices. 

I am thinking of everyone who was labeled “non-essential.” I believe everyone is essential and makes 

our world go round. We need you and you matter. I know so many sectors of our workforce have either 

been shut down, laid off, or furloughed. I’ve heard from our farmers, our healthcare workers, our small 

business owners, and all those who are now unemployed. My heart hurts. 

The questions I have keep overflowing. Why can we go to grocery stores and practice social distancing 

but not shoe stores? Why are our healthcare workers being laid off when they are our most essential 

service during this pandemic? Why are we told we can go for walks around the block but parks are 

closed? How does a virus transmit through a window? Where does our health and safety begin and our 

constitutional rights end? 

I have been asking these questions to those who are making the decisions regarding COVID-19. I want to 

work together so we can keep everyone safe while also thinking about their livelihoods, and their future 

but my input has not been asked for. People can and should be able to make the choice to go out and be 

safe about it. 

People are hurting: spiritually, financially, physically, emotionally, and mentally. Churches are closed, 

people are out of work, we can’t see our loved ones, we are being told to stay inside. This affects our 

mental health and overall well-being. I am fighting for you and our future, but I still have more questions 

than answers right now. 


